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of Mrs. Gunnison, | thought that by refererice to 
a letter received from her the other day, I could 
ascertain what it is; but on reference to it, I find 
that it has only the initial of her christian name. 
Certainly, however, there can be no objection to 
saying in the bill‘* Mrs. Gunnison, widow of 
Captain Gunnison.’”’ That would not prevent the 
bill passing through the Department. We pass 
bills with similar phraseology every day. We 
often say ‘‘ the widow and children”’ of A, B, and 
C. Ifweuse such phraseology as I suggest, there 
can be no question as to the identity of the person. 
That is all thatis necessary. Isubmit, therefore, 
to my colleague whether he will not, under the 
circumstances, withdraw his objection. 

The PRESIDENT. There are two blanks in 
the bill—one in the name of Mrs. Gunnison, the 
other in the name of Captain Gunnison. One or 
the other should be filled to identify the person to || 
be relieved. 

Mr. CASS. It should be “‘ Mrs. Gunnison, | 
widow of Captain Gunnison.” That would bea || 
perfect identification of the person. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. The bill has to go to 
the House. By the time it comes up for consider- 
ation there, we can get the name of the lady, and 
the House can amenc the bill by inserting it, or 
if it comes back to the Senate, it can be informally 
inserted by unanimous consent. 

Mr.STUART. Mycolleague misapprehended 
me a little in saying that I objected to the bill yes- | 
terday. I merely made the suggestion that the 
bill probably would be of no value without being 
amended by the filling of the blank. For myself, || 
I am very anxious that the earliest legislation pos- 
sible should be had upon the subject, and I have | 
no objection to the insertion of ‘* Mrs.,”’ as now 
proposed. I think that to describe the lady as the 
widow of the late Captain Gunnison, designating | 
his christian name, would be sufficient. 

Mr. CASS. -If the Chair will let the bill be 
informally passed over fora few minutes, we can | 
advert to the register and find the christian name | 
of the deceased. 1] 

The PRESIDENT. If there be no objection, 
that will be done. 

Mr. CASS. I have now found the christian | 
name of Captain Gunnison. I therefore hope that, || 
by unanimous consent, the bill will be amended so || 
as to read ‘*‘ Mrs. Gunnison, widow of Captain 
John W. Gunnison, late an officer in the Army 
of the United States.”’ 

No objection was made, and the bill was so 
amended. 

The bill was read a third time, and passed. 

CAPTORS OF BRITISH SCHOONER MARY. 

Tae bill ‘‘ for the relief of Noah Miller, of Lin- | 
colnville, in the State of Maine, and for the relief 
of other persons,” was read a second time; and, 

On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate pro- || 
ceeded to consider it, as .in Committee of the | 
Whole. 

It proposes to direct the payment of the sum of || 
$10,000 to the legal representatives of Noah Miller, 
and to such other persons, or their legal repre- 
sentatives, as aided, either as boat’s crew or pilot, 
in making prize of the British schooner Mary, 
and taking her into port, in the year 1814, in the 
Penobscot bay, in such proportion as the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury shall determine. 

Mr.HAMLIN. Thereport aecompanying this 
bill is somewhat lengthy, and I can, perhaps, state 
the substance of it much more briefly, and in much | 
less time, than it would require to read the report. | 
This bill has passed the Senate at least half a 
dozen different times, but has never been reached 
in the House in time for action there. The vessel | 
named in the bill was seized by the persons to | 
whom it is proposed to grant this money, but it 
was subsequently taken possession of by a cus- 
tom-house officer, wrongfully and against law, and | 
one half of the proceeds of the vessel were paid 
into the Treasury of the United States, when, in | 
truth and in fact, under all the laws eageees | 
penens it rightfully belonged to the captors. This | 

ill provides for the payment of $10,000 of that | 
sum to those who captured the vessel. , 
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The bill was reported to the Senate without 


| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, was read a third time, and passed. 
REPRESENTATIVES OF WILLIAM WEEKS. 


The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of William Weeks was read a second 
time; and, 

On motion by Mr. SLIDELL, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider it as in Committee of the 


| Whole. 


It “he, ee to confirm the claim of the heirs 
and legal representatives of William Weeks to a 
tract of land containing two thousand and thirty 


| arpents, situated in the parish of West Feliciana, 


in the State of Louisiana, being the same tract 
which was granted to him by an order of sur- 


vey of the Governor of West Florida, of May 


31, 1806; with a proviso that the act shall only 


| operate as a relinquishment of title on the part of 


the United States. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


IRA BALDWIN. 
On motion by Mr. ALLEN, the Senate, as in 


| Committee of the Pepear prvconaes to consider 
| the bill for the relief of [ra 


Saldwin. 
It proposes to direct the Secretary of War to 


| issue a land warrant for three hundred and twenty 


acres of land to Ira Baldwin, a Canada volunteer, 
to be located upon any of the unappropriated lands 
of the United States; and also to direct the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to pay him $180, for three 
months’ extra pay, as compensation for his ser- 
vices in the late war with Great Britain. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to say to the Senate 
that that bill passed both Houses at the last ses- 
sion of Congress. It passed the Senate at some 


| late period—not the last day, but a day or two 
| preceding the adjournment, and amidst the con- 


fusion incident to the close of all sessions of Con- 
gress, owing to some mistake, no doubt unavoid- 
able, it failed to reach the President of the United 


States for his signature. The report is a brief |) 
| one, and explains the reason on which the com- 


mittee have placed the bill. I think there can be 
no doubt that this individual is clearly entitled to 
the relief which the bill proposes to grant to him. 

Mr. WALKER called for the reading of the 
report of the Committee on Private Land Claims; 
and it was accordingly read. 

It sets forth that Ira Baldwin is a citizen of 
the United States, born in Connecticut; but for 
some years anterior to, and at the commencement 
of the late war with Great Britain, he had resided 
at Kingston, in Upper Canada, and was engaged 
in the business of transportation, owning three 
river boats, and-half of a schooner. Immedi- 
ately after the declaration of war he abandoned 
his residence and business, returned to the United 
States, entered as a volunteer in the American 
service, and distinguished himself by serving with 
great ability on the Government vessels on Lake 
Superior, and also as master and pilot of a gun- 
boat employed in the transportation of troops, 
military stores, and provisions along Lake Ontario 
and the river St. Lawrence frontier, under the 
direction of the Quartermaster General. His 
knowledge of the localities fitted him to perform 
such service with success. He was present at the 
capture of Little York, and afterwards assisted in 
fitting out and conducting the flotilla which trans- 
ported the army commanded by General Wilkin- 
son down the St. Lawrence river, to the French 
Mills. The committee refer to various proofs 
from officers engaged with him as to the fidelity 
with which he performed these services. In conse- 
quence of his Soasiale arms against Great Britain, 
his property in Canada was confiscated. The 
committee do not allow the claim for indemnity 
in consequence of the confiscation of property; 
but they think the petitioner clearly entitled, un- 
der the laws of 1816 and 1817, to three months’ 
extra pay, and three hundred and twenty acres of 
bounty land, and accordingly report a bill grant- 
ing that relief. 
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The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


SCHOONER GRAMPUS. 


The bill for the relief of the widows and or- 
phans of the officers and seamen of the United 
States schooner Grampus, who were lost in that 
vessel in March, 1843, near the coast of the 
United States, was read a second time; and, 

On motion by Mr. GWIN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider it, as in Committee of the 
Whole. 

It proposes to extend to the widows and orphans 
ofthe officers and seamen oftheschooner Grampus, 
the provisions of the act of August 14, 1848, “for 
the relief of the widows and orphans of the offi- 
cers, seamen, and marines of the brig Somers,”’ 
and the act of February 3, 1853, *‘ for the relief 
of the widows and relatives of the officers and 
seamen of the United States brig Washington, 
who were lost overboard in a hurricane.”’ 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read a third time, and passed. 


REPRESENTATIVES OF DANIEL LOOMIS. 


On motion by Mr. WADE, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Daniel Loomis, deceased. [It proposes to direct 
the proper accounting officers of the Treasury to 
settle, upon principles of equity, the accounts of 
Daniel Loomis, so far as he was an original con- 
tractor for making the Cumberland road, and to 
pay to his legal representatives any balance which 
may be found due. 

Mr. WADE. “This bill was passed in full 
Senate at the last session of Congress, and it has 
been reported upon again by the Committee on 
Claims, unanimously. I suppose there will be no 
objection to the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


FRIGATE PHILADELPHIA. 


On motion by Mr. FISH, the bill reported from 
the Committee on Naval Affairsefor the relief of 
the captors of the frigate Philadelphia was read 
a second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

It proposes to direct that, in consideration of the 
extraordinary and meritorious services rendered 
by Stephen Decatur, as commander of the ketch 
intrepid, on the occasion of the recapture and 
destruction of the frigate Philadelphia, in the har- 
bor of Tripoli, on February 16, 1804, $15,000 be 
paid, under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Navy, to his widow and his three nieces, Priscilla 
D. Twiggs, Anna P. Stockton, and Mary H. Me- 
Knight, to be distributed, one half to the widow, 
and the other half equally among the nieces; that 
$90,000 be paid to the surviving officers (except 
the commander) and crew of the Intrepid, or to 
the widows, if any, of such as are dead; and 
if there be no widows, then to the legal rep- 
resentatives of such deceased captors, who were 
engaged in the capture and destruction of the 
frigate, to be distributed pro rata among the officers 
and crew, their widows or the legal representa- 
tives, their assigns, or the lawful attorneys of said 
parties, appointed under their hands and seals, 
according to the rates fixed: by the sixth section of 
the act of April twenty-third, eighteen hundred, 
for the better government of the Navy of the Uni- 
ted States: Provided, That in no case shall any 
creditor of any deceased officer, seaman, or ma- 
rine be entitled to receive any of the benefits of 
this act; and also, that any portion of this appro- 
priation ‘which may remain unclaimed in the 
Treasury at the expiration of the term of three 
years from the date of the act, shall be carried to 
the surplus fund. 

Mr. HUNTER. Is there any report in the 
case? 

The PRESIDENT. There is not. 

Mr. FISH. The Committee on Naval Affairs 
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at this session did not submit a written report. | 
The bill is precisely the same in its terms as that 
which passed the Senate unanimously at the last | 


Congress. The subject has been examined over 
and over again in this and the other branch of 
Congress, and has alternately received the sanc- 


tion of. one and the other House, but has never 


been duly passed into a law, because it has not 


received the sanction of both Houses at the same | 


session. A difference between the representatives 
of one of the principal claimants has heretofore, 
to a great extent, embarrassed the bill. The bill 
which passed the Senate at the last Congress, 
and which is the same as the one now reported, 
was framed so as to meet that difference, and suit 
both parties claiming as representatives of that of- 
ficer. ‘The bill passed the Senate at the first ses- 
sion of the last Congress, unanimously. It pro- 
vides for the distribution of the valuation of the 
frigate in accordance with the prize act, as it is 
called, of 1802, with the single exception that the 
share of Commodore Decatur is made somewhat 
larger than it would be under the prize act. The 
valuation of the vessel is $115,000. 

Mr. HUNTER. Why is the new principle 
introduced into this bill, as [ understand it, of a 
distribution and division between the widow and 
the nieces, instead of the heirs and executors? 

Mr. HAMLIN. This bill passed the Senate 
at the last Congress without opposition, and I 
think there can be no opposition toitnow. ‘There 
was at one time an opposition to it in the Senate, 
onaccount of a difference between the parties who 
are interested in the appropriation. They acqui- 
esce, | understand now, in the distribution pro- 
posed. ‘The parties are entitled to it; and as to the 
manner in which it is distributed, I do not think 
that we should raise technical objections when 
they themselves are satisfied. . 

Mr. BAYARD. Iam in favor of this bill; but 
I should like to see it amended in one respect, and 
I will submit a motion for that purpose. The bill 


provides, as regards the commander of the vessel, | 


for the distribution of the sum appropriated among 
certain parties. Thatisall proper enough. The 
individuals who are to receive that part of the ap- 
propriation, within the intention of Congress, are 
sufficiently pointed out; but when you come to the 
distribution of the residue of the fund among the 


other officers and the crew, the provision is, in the | 


first place, that the money is to be paid ** td the 


surviving officers and crew of the ketch Intrepid, | 
er to the widows, if any, of such as are dead’’— | 
that is all right—* or if there be no widow, then | 


io the legal representatives of such deceased cap- 
tors who were engaged in the capture and destruc- 
tion of the frigate as aforesaid, to be distributed 


pro rata among the said officers and crew, their | 
widows, or the legal representatives, their assigns, | 


or the lawful attorneys of said parties.’’ I think 
the provision ought not to extend beyond the lineal 
descendants; therefore the provision ought not to 
be for the legal representatives, but for the sur- 
viving children, or their issue. 


It is true there is a subsequent provision that no | 


creditor shall receive any benefit under the bill; 


but is it not at least questionable whether, if the | 


money be paid to the legal representatives of the 
deceased parties, (which would of course, within 
the meaning of the law, include their executors 
or administrators,) and the fund goes into their 
hands, a creditor may not havea right to claim 
it at law, although the money is not to be paid to 
him under the bill ? 

Is it not a matter of question whether, if the 
money were paid to the representative of a party, 
it would not forma part of the assets of the estate? 


It might be so construed. The object of Congress || 
is, | suppose, to make a gratuity to the individ- || 
ual, if living; if not; to his widow; and if his 


widow be dead, then to his lineal decendants. I 


atives, their assigns, or the lawful attorneys of 


money upon speculation on the necessities of the 
parties. 


captors, or their issue.”” 
Mr. FISH. I accept the amendment. 


I will therefore move to strike out of the | 
seventh line of the second section the words “ the | 
legal representatives of such deceased captors,”’ || 
and insert *‘ the surviving children of the deceased | 
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Mr. BAYARD. Ialso move to make the same 


amendment in other parts of the section, so as to | 


make it consistent. 

Mr. FISH and Mr. BADGER. That follows, 
as a matter of course. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Srvarr 
in the chair.) The Chair understands that there 


is no objection to the amendment; the bill will | 


therefore be modified accordingly. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; | 


the amendment was concurred in; the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading, and was 
read a third time, and passed. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion by Mr. GWIN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, 

DEATH OF THE RUSSIAN MINISTER. 


Mr. MASON. Mr. President: I discharge a 


melancholy duty in announcing to the Senate | 


that the Hon. Alexander de Bodisco, the Minis- 
ter of Russia to this Government, departed this 
life, at his residence in this District, on Monday 
last, and I am informed that his funeral will take 
place to-morrow afternoon, at three o’elock. This 
eminent gentleman, Mr. President, was known to 
all of us, officially, and, | presume, to most of us 
personally; and we knew him, while always de- 
voted to the interests and the honor of his coun- 
try, to have adorned the society in which he 
moved, by an exemplary and virtuous life. 


He was the oldest member of the diplomatic | 


corps at Washington, having resided here, as the 
Minister of his Government, for some seventeen 


years; and by matrimonial alliance in our country | 


he had drawn around him a large and cherished 


circle of family connections. It was my fortune— | 


my good fortune—to have known him well for 
many years; and to have been in the habitual 
interchange with him of those kind courtesies of 
society which smooth, while they adorn, our 
varied paths of life. By his lamented death, his 


Government has lost a zealous and faithful Min- | 


ister, and his surviving family and connections 


an affectionate and devoted husband, parent, and | 
Knowing that—as a mark of respect to the | 


friend. 
occasion, as well as to the memory of the de- 
ceased Minister—Senators will desire to be present 
at the funeral, I offer to the Senate the following 
resolution: 

It being made known to the Senate that the Hon. Alex- 


| ander de Bodisco, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plen- 
ipotentiary of Russia to the United States, departed this | 


lite, at his residence in this District on Monday last, and 
that his funeral will take place to-morrow, it is 

Resolved, As a mark of respect tothe Government of the 
deceased Minister, in amity with the United States, and in 
further respect to his memory and virtues, and to enable 


Senators to attend his funeral, that when the Senate ad- | 


journs to-day, it will adjourn to meet on Thursday next. 
Mr. GWIN. I hope that resolution will not 

pass, though I am perfectly willing that a motion 

should be made to adjourn over till Thursday next, 


with the understanding that we may show our | 
respect, as individual membersof society, but not | 


as Senators, to a foreign Minister. If Congress 
adjourns on the death of a foreign Minister, it will 
be establishing a precedent, for it will be the first 


| time that such a resolution has ever gone on the 
public records. 


1 indorse evetything that the 
Senator from Virginia has said with regard to Mr. 
Bodisco, but I think we had better simply pass a 
resolution, thet when the Senate adjourns it be to 
meet on Thursday next.. 

Mr. MASON. I stated, before I offered the 


resolution, that I did it upon consultation with, | 


and with the approbation of several Senators who 
are older, more experienced, and wiser than I am. 
I confess that the form in which it has been of- 


‘| fered met my entire approbation. The Minister 
do not know whether it will extend to collaterals | 
or not; my impression, however, would be against | 
that. The words in the bill, ‘‘the legal represent- | 


of a foreign court is the representative of the Sov- 
ereignty of his country, and is accredited to the 
Government to which he is sent as such; and it 


t t | follows, as a consequence, that he is the guest of 
said parties,’”’ would extend the provision to the | 
payment of individuals who might have advanced | 


the nation; he has a perfect immunity of his per- 


| son and of his property, and he 1s recognized and 


treated as the immediate representative of the sov- 
ereign who has senthim. He is the guest of the 
nation. [ cannot see, therefore, that we have gone 
further than the strictest propriety would require, 
in what is proposed; and if it be the first instance 
—and I am informed that it is, and we have made 
some search to ascertain the fact—in which a Min- 


eee 





| of a minister. 
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SS 
ister of a foreign Government in amity with us 
has died at the seat of Government while the Con- 
gress of the United States was sitting, I should be 
gratified, for one, to set that example of respect to 
foreign Sovereignties. . 

Mr. BUTLER. I am reconciled to vote for 
that.resolution upon a ground which has not been 
assigned, though I think it is avery good one. | 
think Mr. Bodisco, and all other embassadors 
occupy an Official relation to this body. Prima. 
rily, of course, all negotiations are conducted be. 
tween the Ministers and the President of the Unj- 
ted States; but we know that their communications 
come to this body, and we are thus, in some meas. 
ure, associated with the Minister from abroad. [n 
that point of view, 1 can see a propriety in pass- 
ing the resolution. . 

Mr. HAMLIN. It seems to me that the reso. 
lution draws the line of distinction precisely where 
it should be drawn. It provides that the Senate 
shall adjourn over, allowing Senators, in their jn- 
dividual capacity, to attend the funeral if they see 
fit. It does not bind the Senate, and does not pro- 
Eee that the Senate shall attend the funeral in a 
ody. It seems to me that the line of distinction 
drawn in the resolution is precisely where it should 
be drawn. 

Mr. CASS. I regret very much that there should 
be any opposition to the adoption of the resolu- 
tion. It seems to meto be very unexceptionable, 
This gentleman came here as an embassador from 
one of the highest Powers in Europe, and he died 
in the midst of us. Nothing can be more proper, 
under the circumstances, as a mark of respect for 
his Government, than to give Senators the oppor- 
tunity of attending his funeral. The Senator from 
Maine has.just observed that that is the very pur- 
pose for which we adjourn, that we, as individ- 
uals, may attend the funeral, as a mark of respect, 
I like the resolution. It is a mark of respect that 
will be appreciated in Russia, and I should be very 
happy to have it passed. 

r.GWIN. Ido not object to a resolution to 
adjourn over till Thursday, but I wish to know 
if there ever has been such a resolution placed 
upon the records of this body. I object to making 
the resolution so formal. - willing to vote, 
that when we adjourn, it shall be to meet on 
Thursday next, under the circumstances, so that 
Senators may have an opportunity of attending 
the funeral, if they wish todoso. That form will 
be better. I shall vote against the resolution in 
its present form, but I will vote for a motion to 
adjourn over till Thursday, with the understand- 
ing, that it is to give Senators an opportunity to 





| attend the funeral. 


Mr. SHIELDS. [ agree in some respects with 
the Senator from California. I should be very 
much gratified to see the Senate adjourn over, but 
I will ask my honorable friend from Virginia to 


reconsider the latter part of the resolution. It 


reads thus: * Resolved, as a mark of respect to 
the Government of the deceased Minister.” I 
think that, perhaps, under existing circumstéces, 
in the present aspect of the world, that might es 
well be omitted. ‘In amity with the United 
States.’? Thatistrue. ‘* And in further respect 
to his memory and virtues.”” I have no objection 
to that. ‘* And to enable Senators to attend his 
funeral.”” That is very proper. But I should 


| think that something in this form would, on the 
whole, be better: ‘It being made known to the 


Senate that the Hon. Alexander de Bodisco, En- 
voy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, 
&c., has departed this life, therefore, to enable 
Senators to attend his funeral, resolved, that when 
the Senate adjourn to-day, it be to meet on Thurs- 
day next:”’ because if the course proposed be pur- 
sued in relation to this deceased minister, it would 
be necessary to pursue it in relation to all minis- 
ters and all representatives, no matter how insig- 
nificant or feeble their Government might be. 
apprehend there is no instance of a legislative as- 
sembly taking this course in relation to the death 
I know of none. I should be very 
much gtatified, however, to hear from my honor- 
able friend from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] or from 
my honorable friend from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Everett,] who are better acquainted with the 
diplomatic courtesies of Governments, as to the 
custom jn such cases. 

Mr. MASON. I would suggest to the honor- 
able Senator from Illinois, that he knows very 
well that it is impossible to reconcile all shades of 
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| Mr. LETCHER. What is the question before 
the Liouse? 

Mr. COBB. I move that the bill be referred 




















opinion in the language of a resolution of this | there should be no entry of yeas and nays upon 
kind. the Journal uporrit. I therefore withdraw it. 
Mr. SHIELDS. Willthe Senator permit me || The PRESIDENT. The resolution is with- 
to ask whether it would not be better simply to || drawn. to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
announce the fact of the death, and thereupon ;) Mr, WELLER. I know the fact thata great || the Union, and be printed. Now the gentleman 
adjourn? I think that would be amply sufficient. || many Senators desire to attend the funeral to-mor- || knows what the question is. I was proceeding 
Mr. MASON. I submit that the expression of || row, and for the purpose of enabling them to do \| to say that we have determined to ask that no bill 
respect for his Government is a term that is || so, I move that when the Senate adjourns to-day, || reported by us shall be put upon its passage, and 
appropriate while the Government exists in amity || it be to meet on Thursday next. not again to submit ourselves to the charge which 
with ours; and as to the expression of respect || The motion was agr to. | was unjustly made against us during the last 


towards a gentleman occupying his position in | EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. Congress, that we put everything reported by us 


2 j it i atter of chivalrous courtesy. q | upon its passage, to the exclusi i- 
At ciee - be the ao pealen of that | ue PR ee. ce Prat a rang hes nese of the olen Therefore although thie bill 
Government, as Known to present histor » we |) mate a mest age Om ‘ne 5 remaen ort evn || involves interests of very great importance to the 

Sel os y || States, transmitting a report from the Secretary of : 
have nothing in the world to do with it. I should || , } 
prefer to have the resolution pass as itis. 


i 


S oe ; f kes ill ; ¢ || State of Alabama, I have moved to refer it to the 
Tt was || tate, together with a set of works illustrative OF || Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
prepared with some care,and not by myself || the Exhibition of 1851, in London, sent by the 
alone. 


| Union. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The Senate will not desire, 
I imagine, to render honors in connection with an 
event of this character, however melancholy the 
event itself may be, and however much to be re- 
gretted by every member of thé body, which 
would be considered unusual throughout the world; 


nor will the Senate for a moment be willing that | 


it should fail in the bestowment of such testimo- 


nials of regret and respect as may bedue to a high | 
oficial of another Government, with which we are | 


now at pees I desire to have the light and the 
knowledge and experience which has been ob- 


tained by older gentlemen upon this floor to guide | 


me. The distinguished Senator from Michigan, 


and the honorable Senator from Massachusetts, | 
{Mr. Ev ERETT,| and others, have large experi- | 
ence, and can inform us what is customary at | 


foreign courts when events of this kind occur. I 
will gladly vote to render such testimonials of 
respect under the circumstances as are given else- 
where, but no more. 
the matter is important only in respect to the pre- 


cedent we shall establish, as this is the first in- 


stance in which a matter of this kind has come 
before the Senate. 
find, embarrass our action, and tend to the con- 
sumption of our time. We adjourn on the death 
of a member of the Senate or of the House of 


Representatives, and in some instances we have | 


adjourned when persons who were not members 
have died. Such precedents, when once estab- 


lished, are never departed from. They grow up, | 


and will continue. By precedents we are con- 


strained until they become inexorable, and busi- | 
ness of great moment is sacrificed to a questiona- | 
While, therefore, we pay becoming | 
respect, let us pause ere we embarrass our future | 
| The petition of sundry citizens of Richland 


ble custom. 


action. Wemay learn from the experience which 
gentlemen have derived in other countries what 
course we should now pursue. 

Mr. SHIELDS. 1 will offer the amendment 
more formally which I suggested. It is as fol- 
lows: 

It being made known to the Senate that the Hon. Alex- 


ander de Bodiseo, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plen- 
ipotentiary of Russia to the United States, departed this 


life at his residence in this District on Monday last, and | 
that his funeral will take place to-morrow: Therefore, to | 


enable Senators to attend his funeral— 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns to-day, it will 
adjourn to meet on Thursday next. 


Mr. BAYARD. If I understand the amend- 


ment of the Senator from Illinois, it seems to take | 


froin the resolution what should be kept in it—the 
diplomatic capacity of the deceased, as a Minister 
from a foreign Government. 

Mr. SHIELDS, 
about the amendment, I will withdraw it. 

Mr. WALKER. [I call for the yeas and nays 
upon the resolution. 

_Mr.BADGER. [hope the Senator from Vir- 
ginia will withdraw his resohkytion; we had better 
do nothing than do it by constraint. 

Mr. CASS. It destroys the whole merit of it. 

Mr. GWIN. I move to amend the resolution 
by striking out all after the word ‘‘resolved,”’ and 
inserting, ‘* that when the Senate adjourns to-day, 
c adjourn to meet on Thursday next.” 

Mr. MASON. The resolution was intended 
as a mark of respect to the Government repre- 
sented here by the gentleman who has died while 


to his memory. I think we should pursue the 
course indicated by it. Other gentlemen think 
differently. They may be right, and I may be 
wrong; but I am satisfied of one thing, that there 


should be no discussion upon the resolution— 


So far as we are concerned, | 


Oft-recurring precedents, we || 


If there is to be any contest | 


1 English Government to the Government of the 
|| United States. 
|| The message and accompanying documents were 


| referred to the Committee on the Library. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


| proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness; and after some time spent therein, the doors 
|| were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
‘Tuespay, January 24, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Witttam H. Mivevren. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


TheSSPEAKER. 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


Prayer 





Lands, asked that the committee be discharged 


| from the further consideration of petitions in the 
following cases, and that they be laid upon the 


| table: 


a academy in Alabama; 


| 


| bama; 


Mahoning, in favor of a homestead law; 
of Dawson’s homestead bill; 
in favor of a free homestead; 


county, Ohio, praying for law reform; 


|| cultivators of the soil; 


in limited quantities to actual settlers; 


settlers; and 


ose. 


i 

| 
j . . . . . 

tain railroads within said State,’’ 

} 

| : 

|| substitute. 

| 


|| road bill. 





importance should be immediately considered. 

f it be the pleasure of the House to take up this 
|| bill and all other similar bills, affecting, as they do, 
the interests of the different States, and act upon 


them, although they may, every one of them, be 
‘| voted down, whether we are satisfied or not we 
‘ shall have to yield to the decision of a majority of 
Congress is sitting, as well as a mark of respect || the House. We havedetermined, however, not to 
|| move to put a single bill reported by us upon its 
| passage, but to allow them to go to the Committee 
| of the Whole, to take their places upon the Cal- 
|| endar, and take their chances for the action of the 


‘| House. 





|| Mr. ABERCROMBIE. 


On motion by Mr. GWIN, the Senate again || colleague one other question. [| wi 
|| whether he has reported other bills in connection 





Reports are in order from 


|| Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Public 


| The petition of Abner R. Hill, praying for a 
|| grant of land to aid in the construction of a mili- 


he petition of William B. Honnell and others, 
praying for a donation of land for the purpose of 
|| constructing an iron foundery in the State of Ala- 





The petition of Joseph Wright and others, of 
The petition of citizens of New York, in favor 


The petition of citizens of Warren county, Ohia, 


Four petitions of citizens of Ohio, praying for 
the freedom of public lands to actual settlers and 


The petition of William Danyrs and sixty-five 
others, praying for the distribution of public lands 


The petition of M. Elliot and other citizens of 
Ohio, praying for a distribution of land to actua! 


|| The petition of R. C. Lyon and one hundred 
! and fifty-eight other citizens, for the same pur- 


Mr. COBB, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill of the House, entitled ** A bill 
| granting to the State of Alabama public lands in 
alternate sections to aid in the construction of cer- 
reported the 
same back with an amendment in the nature of a 


Mr. C. said: The committee, after two months 
|| of deliberation, have determined to report one rail- 
It was not their intention, however, to 
move that it be put upon its passage; nor was it 
their intention to ask that anything of so great 


| Mr. ABERCROMBIE, I desire to ask my 
| colleague whether the bill he has reported provides 
| for the Gerard and Mobile railroad ? 

Mr. COBB. It does embrace that railroad. 
{ desire to ask my 
I wish to know 


| with the one | have referred to, or whether he has 
| allowed it to stand upon its own merits? 

Mr. COBB. We have reported every bil! which 
the Committee on Public Lands have determined 
to report, in one general bill. They have declined 
to recommend at least one half the cases for which 
applications have been made from the State of 
Alabama. -But such as they have agreed to rec- 
| ommend, are all reported in this bill. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I give notice, then, that 
when the proper time shall arrive, | shall move to 
disconnect these bills, and to allow each one. to 
stand upon its own individual merits. ‘here are 
cases embraced in this bill that I know nothing 
about. The Gerard and Mobile railroad, to which 
I have referred, | do know something about, and 
I know that it has merits. I desire, therefore, 
that it may be permitted to stand upon its own 
merits, and that the others may also stand upon 
| their individual merits. I shall therefore move, 
at the proper time, to disconnect these bills. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would like to ask my col- 
league upon my left (Mr. Cops} what railroads 
he has included in the bill he has reported from 
the northern section of Alabama ? 

Mr. COBB. The Charleston and Memphis 
railroad, extending the whole length of the gen- 
tleman’s district, is embraced. 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise toa question of or- 
der. I want to know whether this debate is in 
order upon a motion to commit? 
| Mr. HOUSTON. Debate is certainly in order 
upon that motion. 

The SPEAKER. The motion pending is to 
refer to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and print. 

Mr. LETCHER. But gentlemen are not dis- 
cussing that motion; they are discussing the merits 
of the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think the gentleman ia cer- 
tainly mistaken. 1 have no wish to say anything 
| further, but I had no design to discuss the merits 
of the bill in the question I asked. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to commit and 
| print is debatable, and the Chair is of opinion 
| that it opens the merits of the measure itself to 
| discussion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have no objection to the 
reference of the bill. I asked a question in refer- 
ence to it, because I had no knowledge of what 
the Committee on Public Lands had done, and I 
desired to know how the bill would affect that por- 
tion of the State from which I come. I have, 
however, no objection to its going to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and be printed, and | can examine the bili for 
myself. 

The question was taken; and the bill was re- 
ferred. 


DONATIONS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
Mr. PENNINGTON. I ask the unanimous 


consent of the House to permit me to offer a reso- 
lution directing the Secretary of the Interior to 
report to this House, as early as practicable, the 
number of acres of public land which has been 
donated by the Government of the United States, 

| as near as may be, and for what purposes, and 
specifying the quantity for each purpose, and in 
what States and Territories. 
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Mr. MACE. I object. 
Mr. LETCHER. 
of business. The gentleman from New York can 
vet all that information at the Land Office. 
The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the 
resolution cannot be entertained. 

Mr. COBB. If the dander of some gentlemen 
had not got up, I should have asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to offer a resolution; 
and I believe I will risk it now, for these gentlemen 
are generally good-natured, although they some- 
times get excited. 





The following is the resolution which I desire | 


to offer: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the propriety of so 
amending the post office laws as to authorize the Postmas- 
ter to pay additional compensation to postmasters where 
their pay is now inadequate for services rendered, and re- 
port a bill, or otherwise. 

Mr. LETCHER. I object, and insist on the 
regular order of business. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. Is it in order for me to 
give notice of the introduction of the resolution? 

The SPEAKER. Not being a joint resolution, 
it is not in order, or atall events, it would give the 
resolution no advantage. 


The call of committees for reports was then re- | 


sumed. 
RATES OF POSTAGE. 


Mr. OLDS, from the Committee on the Post Of- | 


fice and Post Roads, reported the following bill; 


which was read a first and second time by its title, | 


referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed: 

‘* A bill further to amend the act entitled ‘ An act 
to reduce and modify the rates of postage in the 
United States, and for other purposes,’ approved 
March 3, 1851.”’ 


EXTENSION OF FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 


Mr. UPHAM, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported the following bill; 
which was read a first nad eonend time by its title: 

** A bill granting the franking “privilege to the 
Superintendent of the Coast Survey, and the 
assistant in charge of the office of said Coast 
Survey.” 

Mr. UPHAM. I think it my duty to the 
Treasury Department, and to the Coast Survey 
Sureau, to suggest to the House whether they 
would not be willing, under the circumstances 
which I shal! mention, to allow this bill to pass 
through all its stages forthwith. I particularly re- 
quest the attention of the honorable members from 
‘Tennesseeand Virginia, [Messrs. Jones and Mit1- 
8oN,] who,a few days since, argued very strongly 
against the practice of allowing bills to pass di- 
rectly, in this way, through all their stages. I 
listened to those arguments with great respect, and 
a full appreciation of their force; but 1 suggest to 
those gentlemen whether the facts which [am now 
about to state do not constitute a sufficient ground 
for an exception to be allowed. 

The annual report of the Coast Survey Office is 
at present in the hands of the binder, and in a very 
short time will be prepared for distribution. The 
documents proceeding to and from that office pass 
through a department of the Treasury, in the 
Treasury building; and, | am told by the clerk 
whose duty it is to frank these documents, that he 
is required to frank twenty-five thousand docu- 
ments in the course of a year. During the last 
nine months, fifteen large wagon loads of such 
documents have left the Coast Survey Office. The 
chief of that office, during three quarters of the 
year, is absent in different, and often very remote, 
parts of the Union, and all correspondence to and 
from him passes through the Treasury office. 
Messengers are continually required to go to and 
fro, and an immense amount of laborious business 
is put upon one of the officers in the Treasury 
building. 

Now, as the report is in the hands of the binder, 
and as it is in a few days, certainly in a few weeks, 
to be distributed, I ask gentlemen whether they 
are not willing, if it be their purpose to pass this 
bill at all, to allow it to go through its stages 
forthwith. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
read, 

The bill was then read through. It provides 
that the Superintendent of the Coast Survey and 
the assistant in charge of the office of the Coast 


Let the bill be 


| call for the regular order | 
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| Survey shall be authorized to receive and transmit 


free of postage through the mails all letters and 


| documents in relation to their public duties. 





Mr. MACE. I move that the bill 
amended as to provide for the grant of the frank- 
ing privilege to the Secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institution, in addition to the officers already 
named. 

Mr. OLDS. The proposition contemplates the 
giving of the franking privilege to the Coast Sur- 


be so | 


vey. The Committee on the Post Office and Post | 
Roads have permitted it to be reported to the | 
House, from the fact that we had seen no good || 
reason why the head of that bureau—for it is, in | 


fact, a bureau—should not have the franking privi- 
lege as well as the heads of the other bureaus. 


At the same time, however, that I give my assent | 


to the report of this resolution, I wish to say that 
my own opinion, and | believe that such will be 
the opinion of the committee, is against the 
franking privilege altogether; and perhaps before 
the session is closed, we shall propose a bill abol- 
ishing it. 


Mr. MACE. I think, sir, that I would my- 


| self be in favor of the abolition of the franking 
| privilege; but if it is to exist and appertain to sun- 


dry officers of the Government, and to members of 
Congress, | see-no case more meritorious than 
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Jan, 24, 
the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Mace,) and 
every other member had a right to frank ther 
But the documents printed by order of the Smith. 
sonian Institution are not included among these 
privileged matters which members of Congress are 
authorized to frank; and, in my -opinion, the 
should not be included. 1 now, Mr. Speaker 
move the previous question. , 

Mr. RIDDLE. To which committee does the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Jonxs] w 
refer the bill and amendment ? 

Mr. JONES. I want to referthe subject to that 
committee where everybody can talk about j1_ 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, 

The previous question was seconded. 

Mr. ORR moved that tellers be appointed; and 
Messrs. Campsett and Cox were appointed, 

The question was then taken; and the tellers re- 
ported 67 in the affirmative, and 46 in the negative. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I cail for the yeas and nays 


ant to 


| upon the pending question. 


that of the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institu- || 
|] 
That is an institution for the diffusion of general || 


tion, to which that privilege could be extended. 


knowledge throughout the whole country. By | 


various acts of Congress we vote to it numerous 
public documents, which cannot be distributed 
unless some member of Congress will volunteer 


if 


and I have myself, at the instance of Professor || 


Henry, spent days there in franking public docu- 
ments for that institution. 

The design has been to forward to our constit- 
uents throughout the land documents for their in- 
formation. ‘The Secretary of that institution ought 
to have the privilege of franking them, and not be, 
as now, subjected to the inconvenience of calling 
upon the members of Congress to do that job. 

A Memser. Who is the Secretary? 

Mr. MACE. 1 am told that Professor Henry 
is the Secretary. I do not propose to elaborate 
this question atall. Itisasimpleone. If weare 
to extend this privilege at all, we cannot extend 
it to a more meritorious case than the one I have 
suggested. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I moveto refer 
the bill and amendment to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of thé Union, and that they 
be printed. And I will say that whatever may 
be the propriety of the bill as reported from the 
committee, I can see no justice and no propriety 
in the amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. Mace.] 

The Smithsonian Institution is not part nor par- 
cel of this Government. It is a separate and dis- 
tinct institution, quartered, it is true, on the 
Treasury at the rate of thousands of dollars per 


annum; and it should be kept, I think, as distinct | 


as possible. There is no reason for giving this 
institution the peculiar privilege of franking its 
decuments over the country in preference to other 
institutions of learning in any part of the United 
States. And if you commence with this, where 
are you tostop? This is to be the entering wedge 
here at the seat of Government. This is first to 
be made the favorite institution for establishing 
the precedent to confer the franking privilege on 
all the institutions, perhaps, of the country. And 
1 will say to the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
Mace,] that according to my understanding and 
construction of the Post Office laws, the member 
of Congress who franks a document weighing 
over two ounces, published by the Smithsonian 
Institution, violates the privilege conferred upon 
him under the laws of Congress. 


Mr. MACE. Will the gentleman from Ten- || 


nessee allow me to explain? 

Mr. Jones yielded the floor. 

Mr. MACE. I will state to the gentleman that 
the documents franked by me for the Smithsonian 
Institution were printed by orderof Congress; and 
I had the same right to frank them as I had the 
other public documents printed by order of Con- 
gress. 

Mr. JONES. ek were ordered by Congress, 


or by either House of Congress, then they were 


The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays cannot 
be ordered upon the question of seconding the 
previous question. 

Mr. ORR. I move a call of the House; and 


| then we can see who is present. 


[Cries of **No!” “No!”’] 
Mr. ORR. What else can you do? 
Mr. CLINGMAN. You can have a recount. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 move that the 
House do now adjourn, and upon that I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 
r. HENN. Would it bein order to move an 


| adjournment, and ask for tellers upon that motion? 
to go there and frank them. Such is the practice, || 


The SPEAKER. The motion has been made 
for a call of the House, and also, by the gentle- 


/man from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] a motion to 


|| adjourn, and upon that motion he has demanded 
|| the 


eas and nays, 
r. MEACHAM. [ask for tellers upon the 
call for the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Dean and 
FLORENCE appointed. 

The House was divided; and the tellers report- 
ed—1 in the affirmative, noes not counted. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs upon 
the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. OLDS. I call for tellers upon that motion. 

The SPEAKER. It is competent for the Pre- 
siding Officer of the House to ascertain by a count 
whether or not a quorum is present. 


| ‘The motion was then taken on the motion to 





adjourn, and it was decided in the negative. 

The motion then recurred upon the motion that 
there be acall of the House; and being put, it was 
decided in the negative. 

The SPEAKER. The chair will proceed, by 
acount, to ascertain whether there is a quorum 
present. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. 
_ motion upon the table, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would remind 
the gentleman that he cannot make that motion 
| until the Chair ascertains whether there is a quorum 
| present or not. * 
|The SPEAKER then proceeded to count the 
| House, and announced that there were 156—being 


a en 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
The Chair can order it. 

The SPEAKER. The demand is pending for 
the previous question; and upon it tellers were 
demanded and ordered. The tellers will resume 
their places. 

The tellers resumed their places; and the House 
being divided, the tellers reported—ayes 88, noes 
| not counted. : 

So the demand for the previous question was 
seconded, and the main question ordered. 
| The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Massa- 
chusetts is now entitled to the floor. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit to the 
Chair the question, whether the question Is not 
| first upon the motion to commit; and whether, |! 
‘that motion be voted down, then will not be the 
time for the gentleman to make his spetch ? 

The SPEAKER. The rule gives the gentle- 
man reporting a bill the right to open and close 
the debate. The Chair is of opinion, howeve', 


I move to lay the 


I now ask for a recount. 


| that the gentleman from Tennessee is correct 1" 


the point he makes, and that the right of the gen- 


public documents, and came within the law. And || tleman from Massachusetts to open the debate 





+ 24, 
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will arise when the House shall have voted down 
(if chat should be the result) the motion to com- 
mitt. 

‘The question was then taken; and, upon a-divi- 
sion, there were—ayes 65, noes 71. 

So the House refused to commit the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. UPHAM. I ask to remind the House 
that this bill will not operate to extend the frank- 
ing privilege in the shghtest degree beyond that 
point to which it is now extended. All the docu- 
iments which proceed to or from the Coast Survey 
Oftice are already franked, but they are franked to 
the great inconvenience of the Treasury Depart- 
ment,as well as to that of the Coast Survey Bureau 
iuself. The franks have to be obtained, and ny 





obtained, fram one of the clerks in the Treasury 
Department, and are thence transferred to the | 
Coast Survey Office. All communications that | 
come to and from all the companies and parties | 
at work on the shores of both continents, or on | 
the suores of the gulf or lakes,-haye to come and 
vo under cover of the Treasury Department. The 
covers there have to beremoved,and the documents | 
transferred to the Coast Survey Office. 

As I have before remarked, a single clerk in the | 
Treasury Department has this tremendous duty | 
of franking twenty-five thousand documents every | 
year to perform. Now | appeal to the older mem- | 
bers of the House who have had—if it can be be- | 
lieved—a larger experience of this burdensome | 
labor than the younger members have been called | 
upon to perform—I appeal to them to say whether 
itis right to impose such a duty upon a clerk in 
the Treasury Department? 

This bill does not involve the slightest increase 
in the expenses of the Government in the trans- 
action of its business. But, on the contrary, the 
business of the Coast Survey Office would be 
simplified, and an absolute reduction in the ex- 


penses would take place, because it would involve | 


a less amount of labor to procure this work done 
in the office where it is needed than in another de- 
partment. 

Mr. Speaker, will you allow me to mention the 
names of the specific Departments of the Govern- 
ment upon which the franking privilege has been 
conferred by single acts? It has been conferred 


upon the Solicitor of the Treasury, upon the Au- | 


ditors of the Treasury, upon the Chief Engineer, 
the Commanding General, the Colonel of Ord- 
nance, the Surgeon General, the Head of the Top- 
ographical Corps, the Commissioner of Pensions, 


the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and the As- || 


sistants Postmaster General. Now, would it not 
be in entire accordance with the policy of the Gov- 
ernment to extend this privilege directly to the 
officials of the Coast Survey Office? AsI have 
said, it would not add in the slightest degree to 


the expenses of the Government; but it would || 


promote simplicity and facility of operation in the 
Treasury Department. And allow me to say, that 
I am instructed by the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads to introduce this bill, alto- 
gether in consequence of an absolute, unqualified 
recommendation of the measure by the rent y 


of the Treasury. In his finance yd a issued, 


that officer, in that brief, terse, simple, and ex- | 
plicit language in which his whole report is | 


couched, uses these words: 


‘*In the distribution of reports, papers, &c., the Super- 
intendent and his assistant should be vested with the frank- 
ing privilege.’ 


i speak here as the organ of the Secretary of | 


the Treasury—little as | imagined that I ever 
eat the organ of the present Secretary. [A 
augh, 

[ beg to remind gentlemen again, that thereason 
why I ask this boon of the House, is because it 
would secure the Treasury Department and the 
Coast Survey Office from a very troublesome and 
embarrassing labor just at this moment pending 
over them. The annual report, asI have said, is 
in the hands of the binder, and in a very short 
time it will go forth to the people, and, therefore, 
what I ask is an advantage and a convenience to 
the Treasury Department, to the Coast Survey, 
and to all our constituents. 

Mr. Speaker, a word has been said in reference 
to this franking privilege in general. Allow me 
to say that I differ most respectfully from the 
honorable chairman of the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. I believe that one 
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of the last things which the people of this country | Mr. HAMILTON said: Mr. Speaker, the Clerk 
will relinquish, is the benefit they derive from the || has misunderstood me. I presume it would re- 
franking privilege as exercised by their Repre- || quire the unanimous consent of the House to con- 
sider that resolution. However, if there be no 
Sir, this Government is a great educational ap- || objection anywhere, I should prefer that course. 
paratus, and its most beneficent operation is that || Mr. WHEELER. I object. 
in which it diffuses knowledge in reference to all || Mr. HAMILTON. Then I move its reference 
matters that relate to public interests among the || to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
people,and this is the channel through which that || Union. 
knowledge is diffused. The question was taken; and it was so ordered. 
In reference to this Coast Survey, I confidently On motion by Mr. DRUM, it was 
call for the support and sympathy of every mem- Ordered, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
ber of this House, representing a district border- || be discharged from the further consideration of the petition 
ing upon the Atiantic or the Pacific, upon the Gulf || e Seinen eae” of —— oe Serato for 
of Meniinees the northern egret WWE bo enaitheitibane. 
every member representing a constituency inter- : ; 
— in the ereuae of life and senda the |) ¢ a — aa the Committee oo Indian Af 
waters of oceans, lakes, seas, and rivers, to do DB Hl ew ie ve rae dai petition ‘of 
justice to the invaluable services of this most ad- || \° oo: ae a a ~ . he the Mong 
mirable branch of our Government. I know that | a as h oe er ered to the Utah In- 
there is no part of the organization of the Gov- | ne aie was ordered to lie on the table, and 
ernment which is dearer to the hearts of the peo- “utr, ORR dendd the ein eniiiinliin a 
ple, which confers more immediate, more perma- d a . akg on tite -_ ¢ th “Oo, cid +e 
nently and deeply appreciated benefits. There is || di —s f New Yo k ee te fit ee 
none which has done so much to exalt the charac- | hich ‘ ~ sed to tle on thn cabs ilies 
ter of our nation in the eyes of the world as the | daeidihy ot on _ a 
Coast Survey Office, our Light-House Board, and — |, ‘ 
Lieutenant Maury’s invaluable and immortal ser- On motion by Mr. ORR, it was 
vee. narged froin the further conlatretion of te peutous of 
> : charged from mth side f © petiviious o 
Mr. Speaker, I had no expectation, when | Julia C. Lane, Louisa E. Lane, and N. EB. Lane, Edward 
offered the bill which I was directed by the unan- Tracy, and others, and Charles Bracker, asking that the 
imous vote of the Committee on the Post Office || amount of money paid by them for working lead mines in 
and Post Roads to introducee—which merely and the Indian verritory be refunded to them, and that the 
exclusively related to the securing of a convenience || several petitions be referred - the Committee on Claims. 
to the officers of the Government, and which was THE TITLE OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL. — 
reported in accordance with the express recom- Mr. BISSELL, from the Committee on Mili- 
mendation of the Secretary of the Treasury—I | “°Y Affairs, to which was referred the Senate 
had no expectation, | say, of being drawn into a || resolution authorizing the President of the United 
| debate. I thank the House for the patience with || States to confer the title of lieutenant general by 
| which they have listened to the prolonged remarks brevet for eminent services, reported back the 
which I have thus, against my will and expect- || resolution, with a recommendation that it do pass. 
| ation, indulged in; and I hope that its vote will || The Clerk read the resolution by its title. 
show that its members are disposed to carry out || Mr. BISSELL. Mr. Speaker, I did not ex- 
the views of the Secretary of the Treasury, and || actly mean to say that it is the recommendation 
to promote the convenience of all of the Depart- 


| of the committee that the resolution be now put 

; . || upon its passage. 
ae of the Government, as well as of the peo PT he 8 EARER. ‘Then the Chair misunder- 

Mr. WARREN. I move to lay the bill and | stood the gentleman. 
ddauathinud upon the table. x . | Me. BISSELL. That course, however, I would 

Mr. MACE. The gentleman from Massachu- || Xpress as the desire of my own. But I am well 
setts who reported the bill has urgently appealed || aware that an objection from one member would 
| to me to withdraw the amendment which jes | defeat that proposition; and if that weve to be the 
proposed. I do now withdraw it. | case, the motion I wish to make is to refer the res- 

There was no objection, and it was withdrawn. || olution to the Committee of the Whole on the 

Mr. WARREN. I now move to lay the bill || State of the Union. . 
upon the table; and upon that question demand || The question was taken, and the resolution was 
the yeas and nays. || So referred. ; ' 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. | Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 1 did not understand 

The question was then taken, and the House || the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Bissexi] as 
refused to lay the bill upon the table. making the motion to refer the bill to the Commit- 

Mr. HIBBARD. With the leave ofthe House, || tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, unless 
| I will make a single inquiry of the gentleman who || some gentleman should object to its consideration 

reported the bill. It is this: Does the bill provide and passage now. 
| for the franking of all matter on the part of the || _Mr. BISSELL. I understood that there was 
| Superintendent of the Coast Survey and his assist- || Objection made, and therefore | made the motion. 

ant, or of only such as pertains to the business of r. LANE, of Indiana. I .. 

the bureau? If the latter be not the case, I would || | Mr. BISSELL. I understood the gentleman 
| suggest whether the bill should not'be so amended. || from Indiana to object before. 

In that form I am prepared to vote for it. | Mr. LANE. 1 did. geste: 

Mr. UPHAM. [ask for the reading of the bill. || Mr. TAYLOR. Pee ee Stach age 

By it the gentleman will see what is provided to || it does not require a majority of the House to send 
| be granted. a bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state 

The bill was again read through. of the Union? , 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and || _ The SPEAKER. There is no doubt of it. Or- 
read a third time; and being read a third time, it || dinarily, when no objection is made to a motion of 
was passed. é reference, the Chair remarks, ‘‘ If no objection is 

Mr. UPHAM. I move to reconsider the vote || made, it will be so ordered.”” Fle does this in 
by which the bill was passed, and that that motion || order to save the time of the House. ‘The Chair 
be laid the upon table. heard no objection at the time, and announced 

The latter motion was agreed to. | that the bill was referred according to the gentle- 


|| man’s motion. 
SLAVERY IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. Mr. TAYLOR. When objection is made, I 
Mr. HAMILTON, from the Committee on the || ask the. Chair whether it is not competent to take 
District of Columbia, presented a ae adverse || » vote of the House upon the motion? 
to the petition of citizens of Ohio asking for the | 


ae : ane ne || TheSPEAKER. There is no doubt of it. 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia; || Mr. TAYLOR. Then I ask fora vote of the 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 


| House upon the motion. 
| THE WASHINGTON AQUEDUCT. | The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not in 
| Mr. HAMILTON, from the same committee, 


| time, as the Chair has declared that the bill has 
| also reported a joint resolution making appropri- || been referred. But the gentleman can accom- 


ations for the continuance of the work on the || pi his object by moving to reconsider the vote 
| Washington ageesuensnes was read a first time || by which the bill was referred. 


by its title, and the Clerk being in the act ofread- |} Mr. TAYLOR. [ then move to reconsider that 
| ing it through | vote. 
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Mr. HAMILTON. I move to lay that motion | 


upon the table. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I would respectfully ask the 
Chair what the state of the question ts? 

The SPEAKER. ‘There is no question pend- | 
ing except that made by the gentleman from Ohio 
himself, to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana. A motion was made | 
by the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Hamitron] | 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. That is the first question. 

The question was then taken, and there appear- 
ing, upon a division—ayes 67, noes 60— 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana, called for the yeas and 
nays thereon. 

The SPEAKER. 
manded. 

Mr. LANE. I withdraw the call. 

Mr. SOLLERS. I renew the call. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. Will the Chair state | 
the precise question before the House ? 

The SPEAKER. A joint resolution, which 
will be read by the Clerk, was reported by the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | 
The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Tayior] moved | 
to reconsider that vote. The gentleman from Mary- 
land {Mr. Hamiiron] moved to lay the motion to | 
reconsider upon the table, and upon that motion 
the yeas and nays are called for. 

The Clerk then again read the resolution. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I understand, then, | 
that we areto vote whether the motion to recon- 
sider the motion by which the joint resolution was 
referred shall be laid upon the table or not. 

The SPEAKER. Thatis the question. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I wish to | 
ask.a question, for the information of myself and 
the House. If the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table does the bill still remain with the 
Committee of the Whole on the State of the 
Union? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. TAYLOR, I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to recon- 
sider the vote by which the resolution was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table. 

Mr. WHEELER. Upon that motion I demand | 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and there were— | 
yeas 100, nays 78; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Barks- 
dale, Belcher, Bocock, Boyce, Bridges, Caskie, Chamber- 
lain, Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, Colquitt, Curtis, Cutting, 
John G@. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dean, Dowdell, Drum, 


The yeas and nays are de- | 


| sell, surviving partners of Brown, Russell & Co. 





Dunbar, Dunham, Eastman, Edgerton, Ellison, English, 
Fenton, Florence, Gamble, Giddings, Green, Grow, Hamil- 
ton, Andrew J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Har- 
ris, Hastings, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Hillyer, Houston, 
George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Kittredge, 
Kurtz. Lane, Leteher, Lilly, Lindsley, Macdonald, Me- 
Nair, McQueen, Mace, Maurice, Maxwell, Mayall, Mill- 
eon, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Noble, Olds, Orr, Peck, 
Peckham, Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Phetps, Powell, 
Pratt, Riddle, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Ruffin, Seward, 
Shannon, Shower, Skelton, Samuel A. Smith, George W. 
Smyth, Snodgrass, Hestor [,. Stevens, Stratton, Straub, 
Andrew Stuart, John J. Taylor, Vail, Vansant, Wade, | 
Walker, Walsh, Warren, Wells, John Wentworth, West- | 
brook, Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick-B. Wright—100. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Ball, Banks, Ben- 
son, Benton, Bissell, Brooks, Campbell, Carpenter, Ca- | 
ruthers, Chandler, Chrisman, Clingman, Cook, Corwin, 
Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Cumming, Dawson, Dick, Dickin- 
son, Eddy, Edmands, Etheridge, Everhart, Farley, Flagler, 
Franklin, Goodrich, Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, 
Haven, Hiester, Hill, Howe, Hunt, Ingersoll. Kerr, Knox, 
Lindley, McCullough, Matteson, Meacham, Middleswarth, | 
John G. Miller, Morgan, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, 
Pennington, Puryear, Ready, Reese, Russell, Sabin, Sage, 
Sapp, Simmons, William R. Smith, Sollers, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, David Stuart, John L. Tay- 
jor, Thurston, Tracy, Trout, Upham, Walley, Ellihu B. 


Washburne, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Witte, Yates, | 
and Zollicoffer--48. P ; + ; 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 

The SPEAKER. Reports are still in order from 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MeDOUGALL, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported ‘A bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Anthony G> Willis, deceased;”” which 
was read a first and second time by its title, re- | 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, and | 
ordered to be printed. 





of the President’s message; and upon that ques- 
‘tion the gentleman from M 7 


| stances, if gentlemen do not think it necessary to 


' by the hands of Mr. Macuen, its Chief Clerk, 


_had passed House bill No. 47, making appropri- 


| terpretation to place upon it, though he must con- 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
rules of the House be suspended, and that the | 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the | 
W hole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BENTON. Will the gentleman from | 
Tennessee have the kindness to withdraw the mo- 
tion till | make a report from the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. JONES. I withdraw my motions 

Mr. BENTON. 1 am instructed, bythe Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, to introduce a bill for 
the relief of John S. Jones and William H. Rus- 


I desire to say that I agree with every word 
said here the other day by the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Mixtson] against hasty legislation. 
Ordinarily, it is proper that every bill should be 
subjected to the forms which experience has pre- 
scribed to prevent errors and mistakes. There are, 
however, exceptions to this rule, and I think this 
bill is one of them. It is a bill which authorizes 
the Secretary of War to audit and settle a claim 
arising in the Quartermaster’s Department, and 
it orders not a shilling to be paid; but fixesa limit 
beyond which he is not to go. The bill has been 
unanimously reported by the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. It has been considered by General 
Jesup, the Quartermaster General, who is the 
head of this Department of the Government, and 
a report in the same case was made by the Senate 
committee at the Jast session. Under these cir- 


submit the bill to the ordinary forms of legisla- 
tion here, | would ask that it be put upon its pas- 
sage; but if gentlemen think that it ought to go 
through such forms, I will not ask for a deparcure 
from rules which | hold to be so necessary. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would askif the 
bill does not make an appropriation ? 

The bill was then read through. 

The SPEAKER. Under the rules, this bill 
must go to a Committee of the Whole House, 
containing, as it does,an appropriation of money, 
unless by unanimous consent the House suspend 
that rule. Is it the pleasure of the House that 
unanimous consent should be given? 

Mr. JONES. Let us adhere to the rule. 


[A message was here received from the Senate 


informing the House that the Senate had agreed 
to the sixth amendment of the House to the bill 
of the Senate No. 12, entitled ‘* An act to regulate 
the disbursement of the contingent fund of the 
Senate and for other purposes,”’ with an amend- 
ment, and that they had disagreed to all the other 
amendments to said bill. Also, that the Senate 


ations for the support of the Military Academy 
for the year ending the 30th June, 1855, with 
sundry amendments, and asking the concurrence 
of the House therein. 

Also, that the Senate had passed bills of the fol- 
ow ing tiles: 

** An act to provide for the payment of the print- 
ing of the returns of the Seventh Census, and for 
the paper purchased for said printing;”’ 

S. No. 159. **An act to provide a place for hold- 
ing the courts of the United States in the southern 
district of New York, and for other purposes;”’ 

And asking the concurrence of the House 
therein. ]} 


THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGR. 


Mr. MILLER, of Missouri. I move that the 
rules of the House be suspended, and that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The House resolved itself into the Committee of 
the Whole onthe state of the Union, (Mr. Orr in 
the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee, when last 


in session, had under consideration the reference 


issouri [Mr. Ouiver]) 
is entitled to the floor, 

Mr. OLIVER, of Missouri, addressed the com- 
mittee on that portion of the President’s message 
which relates to the raising of tonnage duties by 
the States for purposes of internal improvement, 
He said that when he first read this portion of the 
message, he was at a loss to understand what in- 
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| reverence, and support of him. 


| over his grave. 
| with unfaltering devotion sustained, Mr. Calhoun 
| while alive; and his death has only sanctified him 








Jan. 24, 


fess that he had his suspicions that it recom. 
mended tonnage duties for harbor and river im- 
provement. He contended that the measure ree. 


| ommended by the Executive, if adopted, would 


work a fundamental change in the legislation of 
this country; that it would overthrow the present 
system, and erect upon its ruins this remarkable 
this extraordinary measure of tonnage duties 
Great God! what must have been the strange 
infatuation that could have suggested to the Ex- 
ecutive such a policy! What could be his apol- 
ogy for suggesting the overthrow of the present 
system, and substituting in its stead this new-fan- 
gled doctrine. [His speech will be found in the 


| Appendix.} 


Mr. Oxiver having concluded ,— 

Mr. MAXWELL obtained the floor, but yield- 
ed, for the purpose of explanation, to 

Mr. KEI . Hesaid: | desire only to correcta 
mistake of the member from Missouri, {Mr. Ox,- 
VER,] and to answer an inquiry which he has 
propounded. When I submitted my views to the 
committee a few*days ago on that portion of the 
President’s message which relates to tonnage dy- 
ties, | had not read either the letter or the speech 
of the distinguished.Senator from Illinois, [Judge 


| Doveras.}] Since then I have hastily read both; 


and I now offer my tribute to the large statesman- 
ship and patriotic sagacity contained in both. 
Phe member asks me if | repudiate Mr. Cal- 
houn. Sir, this is a strange question to ask me 
now, while the State is still convulsively sobbing 
South Carolina, sir, upheld, and 


in her affections. We bowed to his splendid in- 


| tellect, and to his stainless honor; and he richly 


deserved our homage and support. South Caro- 
lina paid to him, sir, the tribute of a confiding bu 
an intelligent and discriminating constituency; not 


| the tribute which the mountebank extorts from 


the populace—yes, sir, ours was the tribute of 
men. 

Sir, South Carolina supported Mr. Calhoun, 
with unfaltering consistency from his earliest en- 
trance into politics. Like some splendid planet 
fashioned by the hand of Almighty God, and 
floating by a natural Jaw into its appropriate 
orbit, Mr. Calhoun at early manhood floated into 
his appointed sphere, constellated around the 
Constitution. Mr. Calhoun was the first, I believe, 
sir, who announced and advocated the doctrine of 


| tonnage duties for works of internal improve- 


ment. We differed “from him—and it was 
almost the only difference in his long life—in that 
portion of his report on the Memphis resolutions 
in which he invoked the aid of the Federal Gov- 
ernment for improvements in the Mississippi 
valley. But though we differed from him in that, 
the State never abated one jot or tittle of her love, 
It was a differ- 
ence alike honorable to the State and to Mr. Cal- 
houn. Sir, as England’s Queen said, when the 


| loss of Calais was reported to her, “If my heart 
| could be read, Calais would be seen written upon 


it;”? so, too, South Carolina would say, ‘if my 


| heart could be laid bare, written highest and bright- 


ést upon it would be seen the name of John C. 
Calhoun.” 

Mr. MAXWELL resumed the floor, and ad- 
dressed the committee for an hour, in regard to his 
views of the action of Congress concerning the 
disposition of the public lands, and in relation to 
grants for the construction of railroads. His 
speech (withheld for revision) will be published 
in the Appendix. 

Mr. HERIDGE obtained the floor. 

Mr. CHANDLER. With the permission of 
the gentleman from Tennessee I move that the 
committee rise, 

The question was then taken, and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman of the 
committee reported that the Committee of the 
Whole, according to order, had had the state of 
the Union generally under consideration, and par- 
ticularly the reference of the President’s message, 
and had come to no resolution thereon. 

A message was here received from the Senate, by 
the hands of Mr. Macuen, its Chief Clerk, inform- 
ing the House that the Senate has passed an act, 
(No. 26) for the relief of Ira Baldwin; an act, 
(No. 50) for the relief of the legal representatives of 
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Noah Miller and other persons; an act (No. 113) || which, growing first out of the treaty of peace of | 


for the relief of the widows and orphans of the 
officers and seamen of the United States schooner 
Grampus, who were lost in that vessel in March, 
1843; an act (No. 121) for the relief of Pamela 


Brown, widow of Major General Jacob Brown, |! 


deceased; and an act (No. 155) granting five years’ 


ay to the widow of Captain John W. Gunnison. | 


Also, @ message was received from the Presi- 
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| 1783, and a second time out of the treaty of | States. 
| Ghent of 1815, had baffled diplomacy on both oc- | fairs. 


| casions, and was leading to serious misunder- 
standing. The Emperor Nicholas settled it, and 


| rigorous application of principles. 
I do not include, in our thanks to him, that the | 
|| decision was in our favor—categorically and ab- 


dent of the United States—the Speaker having || solutely in our favor. That was a result governed 
temporarily resumed the chair—by Sipney Wes- || by an inexorable sense of right. The thanks are || 
ster, his Private Secretary, informing the House | due for consenting to take the trouble and the | 


that he did, on the 24th instant, approve and sign, 
among other bills,a joint resolution of thanks to 
General John E. Wool. 


DEATH OF THE LATE RUSSIAN MINISTER. 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. As the members 
of this House have before this been informed, 
the oldest member of the diplomatic corps in 
Washington is no more. His funeral will take 
place to-morrow; and to enable such members of 
the House as are so disposed*to attend the cere- 
monies mm that occasion, I move that when this 


House adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on || 


Thursday next. 

Mr. BENTON. I am gratified at the motion 
which the member from Virginia, on my left, [Mr. 
Bay ty,] has made, and at the manner in which it 
has beendone. It is simply a motion to adjourn 
over fora day, and fora reason feelingly stened and 
not being upon the Journal! will not become a pre- 
cedent, though the memory of it, and of the honor 
it implies to the deceased, will go into the debates, 
and become a part of our parliamentary history. 
There are reasons forthis mark of honor to the de- 
ceased which have not applied heretofore, and can 
hardly expect to apply again. Mr. Bodisco was 


incorporated with our society from his long resi- | 


| responsibility of settling such a question—a ques- | 


in March, 1843, near the coast of the United 
Referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 


An act for the relief of Pamela Brown, widow 
of Major General Jacob Brown, deceased. Re- 


not by compromises, or qualifications, but by the | ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


An act granting five years’ half-pay to the widow 
of Captain J. W. Gunnison. Referred to the 


|| Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC PRINTING. 


The SPEAKER. There is pending a motion 
to refer the joint resolution from the Senate, au- 


| tion of noncompliange with a treaty, in the deli- '| thorizing an increase of the clerical force in the 


|| cate and important particular of indemnity for | 
|| slaves carried off during the war. The same | 
|| question had been found unmanageable under 
‘| Washington’s administration, and we had to sub- 

| 


| mit to a loss—large in a pecuniary sense, and | 
} much larger in a political or belligerent sense— | 


office of the Superintendent of the Public Print- 


ing, to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
House do now adjourn. 
Mr. HAVEN. Ifthe gentleman will withdraw 


I move that the 


as seeming to sanction that mode of warfare. | that motion, I will move the postponement of that 


| The second time the question arose, and after 
| baffling our Government for twelve years, it was 
| settled by the Emperor Nicholas; a large pecu- 


+} . . . . 

| nlary indemity was received for the past; a yo 
|| tion pregnant with danger was settled; and ex- | 
' 


joint resolution until Thursday. 

Mr. JONES. Ifthe resolution be postponed 
until Tharsday, will it not have the tendency to 
bring it up the first thing in order on that day ? 

The SPEAKER. It will take precedence on 


emption from such a mode of warfare may be | the Speaker’s table in its class, whether the prop- 


|| counted on in future; and thus, from our personal | 
relations with the deceased, and our national rela- 


osition suggested by the gentleman be agreed to 
or not. Ifthe House now adjourn, the question 


| tions with the great country he represented, I feel || Of committing will be the first in arder. 


_ myself an overpowering inclination to render this | 

| honor to the memory of the deceased, Mr. .Bo- 
] disco, and doubt not that is the feeling of all that 
|| had the happiness to know him. 

| Mr, HOUSTON. 


| question in reference to the motion made by the | 


| gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayty.] 
|| gentleman’s motion simply a motion to adjourn 
over, or is it a resolution referring to the death of 


Is the | 


Mr. JONES. L insist on the motion to adjourn. 
The question was taken, and the motion was 


agreed to. 


The House thereupon adjourned until Thursday 


I desire to ask the Chair a || 9€**- 





Mr. SEYMOUR, (on the 18th of January,) 
from the Committee on the Judiciary, to which 
was referred the petition of Thomas Thady, eub- 


dense among us, his marriage to an American lady, 
our country-woman, his urbanity, and social inter- 
course. We have all had our social relations with 
him, and would be drawn, by private feelings, 
to-morrow, to follow the hearse instead of appear- | 


Mr. Bodisco? || mitted an adverse report; which was ordered to 
The SPEAKER. Itis simply a motion to ad- || be printed, and the petition and report laid upon 
journ over until Thursday. the table. 


a 
The question was taken on Mr. Bayty’s motion, || 
and it was agreed to. 


IN SENATE. 


fr. Bodisco has lived almost twenty years 
among us, and so lived as to have become, in all | 


social relations, one of us. Urbanity of manners, 
charity, benevolence, universal kindness, were 
qualities in him visible to all. 
thing not so publicly known, but equally honora- 
ble, and that was, a feeling of solicitude for any 


} 
ing here. | 
| 
| 


jarring that took place among us, and an anxiety || 
I have known many instances of | 


to compose it. 
his kind interference—many instances of his as- 
sembling at his house, that the festive board 
might allay asperities which ought not to con- 


I mention some- | 


THE GREAT EXHIBITION IN LONDON. 

|| The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
|| sage from the President of the United States, 
|, together with a set of works illustrative of the 
| Exhibition in London, of 1851, to which it re- 
|| ferred, in order that such disposal might be made 
|| of them as seemed advisable. 

Mr. ORR. I move to refer that communication 
|| to the Committee on the Library. 

|| The motion was agreed to. 

| Mr. BARKSDALE. 
do now adjourn. 


| 


transmitting a report of the Secretary of State, | 


| 


| 
| 


Tuvurspayr, January 26, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Sticer. 
The Journal of Tuesday was read and approved. 


NEW SENATOR. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, in the unavoidable absence 
of Mr. Apams, presented the credentials of Hon. 
Avsert G. Brown, chosen by the Legislature of 
Mississippi a Senator from that State, for the 
term of six years from the 4th of March last; 
which were read; and the oath prescribed by law 


I move that the House | having been administered to Mr, Brown, he took 


his seat in the Senate. 


tinue—and all with a delicacy and tact which 
almost concealed the object while accomplishing 
the purpose. 
He had, indeed, both tact and ability; and for | 
the great affairs of business, as well as of social || 
intercourse, a diplomatic ability, which the happy | 
relations existing between the two countries never | 
called into action in the form of State papers and | 
protocols, but which showed itself in the admir- 
able preservation of friendly and kind relations, 
which he found existing when he arrived here as | 
Minister, and which he had improved and strength- | 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There are some | EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
few Senate bills on the Speaker’s table of a private || The PRESIDENT. pro tempore laid before the 
character; and { hope the gentleman from Mis- || Senate a communication from the Secretary of the 
sissippi will withdraw his motion so as to let | Interior, asking an appropriation to pay the debts 
them be referred to the appropriate committees. || of the last commission to run and mark the bound- 
It will not take many minutes. '| ary between the United States and Mexico; which 


Mr. BARKSDALE. 1 withdraw the motion || wag read, and referred to the Committee on Fi- 
for that purpose. \} 


|| nance, 
REFERENCE OF SENATE BILLS. 


The following bills from the Senate were then | Mr. SEWARD. Iam requested to present to 
taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first and the Senate the memorial of a large and respectable 


PETITIONS, ETC. 





ened up to the time of his death. These circum- | 
stances, and his position in the diplomatic corps— | 
the dean of that respectable bod y—entitle him to | 
this mark of respect from the American House of | 
Representatives—the first time it has been granted, | 
and under circumstances to prevent it from becom- | 
ing a precedent. 

i have mentioned some of the personal reasons | 


second time by their respective titles, and severally | meeting of citizens of the city of New York, at 
referred, as indicated below: || which the Hon. Jacob A. Westervelt, the mayor, 
An act for the relief of J. Boyd. Referred to || presided, in which they express their opinion that 
the Committee on Claims. || the present high rates of ocean postage are a very 
An act for the relief of Zachariah Lawrence, of || serious restriction on the mercantile correspondence 
Ohio. Referred to the Committee on Claims. || between the United States and foreign countries, 
An act for the relief of Mary C. Hamilton. |) and avery great and unnecessary burden upon that 
Referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. | large and useful population of the United States, 





—individual to the object of our regard—which | 
command this mark of respect from us. I have oth- | 
ers to mention which concern his country, and the | 
eminent sovereigns who have reigned over it since | 
our independence. From all we have experienced 
justice and kindness. No Russian sovereign has 
ever wronged our America—ever given cause for 
ene word of complaint; and to some we are in- 
debted for signal marks of good will. The Em- 
peror Alexander offered his mediation to restore | 
peace between the United States and Great Britain | 
in the war of 1812—a noble offer, and worthy of a 
mighty Power. 

The present Emperor accepted the 
abiter in a delicate and impoftant matter 





etween "| 


the United States and the former mother country, | of the officers and seamen of the United States | 


and settled a question of immense moment to us 


lace of || 


An act providing for the printing of the returns.|| the emigrants frem foreign countries; that they- 
of the Seventh Census, and for the paper pur- || interfere with the advancement of republican insti- 
chased for said printing. Referred e Com- || tutions in other countries; and they ask Congress 
mittee on Printing. to take measures for the reduction of the rates of 

An act to provide a place for the holding of the |, ocean postage. | move that the memorial bereferred 
courts of the United States in the southern dis- | tothe Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
trict of New York, and for other eipeem. Re- || I wish also to present a memorial, signed by 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. | twenty-eight of the thirty-two Senators, and by 
* An act for the relief of Ira Baldwin. Referred | one hundred and oneof the onehundred and twen- 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. | ty-eight members of the House of Assembly of the 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives |, State of New York, together with the Lieutenant 
of Noah Miller, of Lincolnsville, in the State of || Governor, who is the presiding officer of the Sen- 
Maine; and for the relief of other persons. Re-| ate, and the Speaker of the House, praying fora 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. | reduction in the rates of ocean postage, for which 

An act for the relief of the widows and orphans | | ask the same reference. be 3 
| I wish to present, also, two petitions of the judge, 
schooner Grampus, who were lost in that vessel justices of the peace, and of the grand and petit 
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jurors, and members of the bar, of the county of 
“Washington, in the State of New York, in favor 
of the same o! yer t, which { ask may have the same 
reference. 

The above petitions were refe rred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. EVERETT. | am requested to pao a 
memorial of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 
praying that an appropriation may be made to 
defray the expenses of procuring from the archives 
of the British Government, especially from the 
State Paper Office, copies of all documents, rec- 
ords, and correspondence pertaining to the early 
history of the Colonies and of the United States. | 
move ris reference to the Committee on the Library. 

[t was so referred. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, presented 
the petition of H. H. Maddox, praying compen- 
sation for services in taking the Seventh Census 
in the State of Kentucky; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BADGER presented a memorial of citizens 
of the city of Wilmington, in the State of North 
Carolina, praying Congress to make an appropri- 
ation for removing certain obstructions at the 


mouth of Cape Fear river; which was referred to 


the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I present the petition 
of Dr. J. C. Walker, the President of the Fort 
Madison and Bloomfield Railroad Company, and 
of four hundred other citizens of the State of lowa, 
asking for a grant of land to aid in the construction 
of the Fort Madison and Bloornfield railroad; and 
they also request that, if along any part of the 
route of the said railroad there should be no public 
lands, Congress should grant a like portion of 
lands as is prayed for, as an equivalent therefor, 
in some part of the public domain in said State. 
i ask that it be referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

It was so referred. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of certain 
legal voters of the counties of Ontario and Seneca, 
in the State of New York, praying Congress to 
take such measures as will insure, in any future 
treaties with foreign countries, the insertion of a 
clause to submit international disputes to arbitra- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Also, a remonstrance of Francis O. Morse, on 
behalf of himself and others, citizens of 
United States, engaged in the importation of lasts 
from the British provinces, against the passage of 
an act giving further remedies to patentees; which 


was referred to the Committee on Patents and the 


Patent Office. 


Also, a petition of citizens of Rochester, State || 
of New York; a petition of Washington Gib- 


bons and others; and a petition-of citizens of De- 
troit, State of Michigan, praying the construction 
of a ship canal around the Falls of Niagara; which 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of Francis Picard, adminis- 
trator of Captain Pierre Ayott, of the Revolution, 
praying remuneration for losses by the confisca- 
tion of property, and for advances of money for 
the service of the United States; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of Joseph Bindon, 
of the revolutionary army, praying commutation 
pay; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 


Also, the petition of Francis Picard, adminis- || 


trator of Captain Pierre Ayott, and the petition of 
Ezra T. Marnay, grand-child of Captain Lewis 
Marnay, of the army of the Revolution, praying 


to be allowed commutation pay; which were re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. | 


Also, a petition of citizens of New York and 


Brooklyn, and a petition of citizens of New York, | 
praying that a contract may be entered into with | 
Christian Hansen for the a of the | 


United States mails between Brooklyn and certain 


ports of ae which were referred to the Com- 


mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Mr. CASS presented a petition of inhabitants 


of Shenandoah county, Virginia, praying Con- | 
gress to establish a national garden for the culti- | 
vation, improvement, and sale of Irish potato | 
seed, &c.; which was referred to the Committee | 


on Agriculture. 


Mr. GWIN presented the petition of Richard | 
Nosworthy, of England, praying remuneration | 
for the destruction of six cases of his merchandise | 


the | 
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_at the port of San Francisco, through the neglect 


of the United States custom-house officers there; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WELLER presented the memorial of Dr. 
William M. Ryer, praying compensation for vac- 
cinating Indians in California under a contract 
with the United States Indian agent; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of Sophia 
G. Dillingham, praying a pension on account of 
the services of her father, Elisha Dillingham, 
during the war of the Revolution; whieh was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN pregented certain docu- 
ments, signed by D. Cooper and J. Van Etten, 
counsel for Alexander Ramsey, late Superintend- 
ent of Indian Affairs in Minnesota Terrjtory, 


being a review of the testimony taken on the in- | 


vestigation of the charges of fraud preferred 
against him; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Afiairs. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial of citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, praying that the United 
States Mint in that city may not be removed; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. SEWARD submitted certain documents 
against the passage of a bill to secure the rights of 
citizenship to children of citizens born out of the 
limits of the United States; which were referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. FISH presented a petition of citizens of | 


West Troy, New York, praying the enactment 
of a law giving further remedies to patentees; 


which was referred to the Committee on Patents | 


and the Patent Office. 


Mr. JOHNSON presented, at the request of the |! | 
it should be sent 


President of the Senate, as he stated, the petition 
of William N. Couch and others, praying the 
establishment of a tri-weekly mail between Kansas 
and Platte city, Missouri; which was referred to 


the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. | 


Mr. CLAYTON. I present the memorial of 
Charles D. Arfroedson, asking compensation for 


. % a "+ . ° | 
services as Chargé d’Affaires ad interim at Stock- | 


holm. Ata former session of Congress one half of 
the compensation due to him for such services was 
appropriated and was paid to him. Only one half 
was allowed, because it was supposed the fees 
which he received as Consul at Stockholm Would, 
together with the sum appropriated, be sufficient 
to compensate him. It now appears that the whole 
amount of fees that he received was but eighty- 
nine dollars. As those services were performed 
during the time that I was in the Department of 
State, I think it my duty to add_my testimony to 
that of my successor in office, and express the 
opinion that this gentleman is entitled to the com- 


pensation due to a Chargé d’Affaires for the time || 
I move | 


during which he served in that capacity. 
that the memorial be referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

The motion was agreed to. 


REPORT FROM STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which was referred the bill to 
authorize the State of Illinois to select the residue 
of the lands to which she is entitled under the act 
of 2d of March, 1827, granting Jand to aid that 
State in opening a canal to connect the waters of 
the Illinois river with those of Lake Michigan, 
reported it back with an amendment. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. JOHNSON gave notice of his intention to | 


ask leave to introduce a bill to amend the law re- 
lating to preémptions upon the public lands. 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, gave notice of his inten- 


‘tion to ask leave to introduce a bill to continue | 


the improvement at the Des Moines and the Rock | yjar progress of the works. 


River Rapids in the Mississippi. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


it 
A message was received from the House of || 


Representatives, by Mr. Forwey, its Clerk, an- 
nouncing that it had passed a bill granting the 
franking privilege to the Superintendent of the 
Coast Survey, and the assistant in charge of the 
office of the said Coast Survey. 


PRINTING OF REPORT. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I move that an extra number 
of the report of the Committee on Finance on the 


hill to provide for the surrender of certain bonds | 


of the State of Indiana held by the United States, 


be printed. I suppose the motion goes to the 





sponsibility for the 








Jan. 26, 
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Committee on Printing. 
The motion was so referred. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


_ On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, 
it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of the heirs of William 
Beatty be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and, to- 
gether with additional documents relating thereto, referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. EVERETT, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Selina Sumner, praying 
that compensation may be made to her husband, who js 
now an inmate ofa lunatic asylum, for important discoveries 
in navigation, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


On motion by Mr. DAWSON, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Robert S. Patterson ang 
others, praying an act of incorporation for a company to 
construct a railroad along Pennsylvania avenue, in Wash. 
ington city, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 
reierred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


On motion by Mr. CASS, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of C. B. Cluskey be with- 


| drawn from the files of the Senate, and refered to the 


Committee on Claims. 


RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS. 
Mr. BELL. I rise to make an inquiry of the 
chairman of the Committee on Commerce. That 
committee for several sessions past have thought 
it expedient to make no report on the numerous 
memorials and resolutions referred to them in ref- 
erence to the improvement of rivers and harbors, 
upon the ground, as it has been supposed, that 
they thought it the better plan for the Senate to 
await the proceedings of the House upon that sub- 
ject, and to take up a bill for that purpose when 
ere by the House. The con- 
sequence has been, that the river and harbor bill 
has never made its appearance here until a very 


| late period of the session; and when that happens 


to be the long session of Congress, the summer is 
usually more than half spent before the appropria- 
tions for these great objects are made, and con- 
sequently, during the year of the longsession, there 
can be no expenditure, and no continuation of the 
works in progress. For this reason these works 


| become in some degree dilapidated before the of- 


ficers of the Government can proceed in the execu- 


| tion of their duty. This habit has been so inces- 
| sant now, that it has become a very plausible 
| argument against the whole system; and it is con- 
| tended that it is pursued in such an irregular man- 


ner as not to be worth much. The works are 


| suspended every two years, although the appro- 


priations may be made by Congress every other 
year; and this has been a fruitful cause for com- 


| plaint. 


The inquiry which I wish to make of the hon- 
orable chairman is, whether it is the intention of 
that committee to pursue the same course at the 
present session ? If so, in my opinion it is tanta- 


| mountto making no appropriation whatever. But, 


sir, I cannot disguise it from myself and from the 


| Senate that it may be possible that the action of 
' the Senate’s committee, or of the Senate, upon the 


subject, will be no remedy for the evils of which I 
complain; but if we proceed actively to report a 
bill in reasonable time, and send it to the House, 
we shall have discharged our duty, and the re- 
ssage of that bill at some 
day, which will permit these works to proceed, will 
not rest upon us but upon the House of Repre- 
sentatives. If we pursue this course, and the 


_ House shall pass the bill in reasonable time, the 


results which have been so much complained of 
will be obviated. If an opposite course be pur- 
sued, the million and a half of dollars spent last 
year will have been partially lost for the want of 
a consecutive application of the funds to the reg- 


Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I think it has 
been the uniform practice of the Senate, or at least 
of the Senate Committee on Commerce, to await 
a bill from the House to make appropriations for 
the improvement of harbors, rivers, and lakes. 
Iam not aware that that practice has ever been 
departed from. If it has n, the ease is not 
within my knowledge, nor am I aware that the 
Committee on Commerce propose to depart from 
the ordinary course at the present time. I sup- 
pose it is within the province of the Senate com- 
mittee to report an appropriation bill, without 
awaiting for one from the House. I suppose it is 


|| equally within the province of the Committee on 
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Finance to report appropriation bills for the sup- 
port of the varivus departments of Government; 
but such has not been the practice of that com- 
mittee, and such has not been the practice of the 


Committee on Commerce. | do not myself know 


of any good reason which would apply to the one | 


case which does not apply to the other. 


There are some of the great leading objects of | 


improvement, such as the Mississippi river, the 


mouth of the Mississippi, upon which the Com- | 
mittee on Commerce have reported, and now con- | 


template reporting several bills. 
been my opinion—and my action in the commit- 


It has always 


tee has corresponded with that opinion—that | 


each of these appropriations should be in a sepa- 
rate bill, making it depend upon its own merits 
for its success, and not to force those improve- 


ments which are really national and meritorious | 
to carry those which are not of that character. I | 
have, however, always found myself in a minor- | 


ity on that committee in that proposition. 

‘[ have then. been in favor of reporting one bill 
for the continuance of the appropriations for old 
works, leaving the new works for a separate bill. 
Upon that preposition | have also found myself 
in a minority. ' 

I can say, then, in answer to the question pre- 
sented by the honorable Senator from Tennessee, 
that | do not know that it is the understanding of 
the Committee on Commerce to take any other 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: 


course than that which has usually been pur- | 


sued. 

Mr. BADGER. I beg to be allowed to add in 
connection with the subject, that I think there is 
a great deal of force in the suggestion made by my 
friend from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. Betu.] I think my 
friend, the chairman of the Committee on Com- 
merce, must have seen the inconvenience which 
results from awaiting all these bills to come from 
the House of Representatives. 
unquestionable right to originate such a bill as has 
been referred to, why should we not originate it, 


As we have the | 


more particularly when it is so highly important | 


to the public interest that the bill should be passed 


at an early day, and when the state of business in | 


this House is such-as materially to accommodate 
its passage? 


ut however the case may be in regard to these | 
appropriations generally, | wish to take this op- | 
portunity of calling the attention of the chairman | 


of the Committee on Commerce to a petition which 
I presented, and which was referred to his com- 


mittee, praying for an appropriation for the pur- | 


pose of removing obstructions in the mouth of 
Cape Fear river, in North Carolina. The contin- 


uance of those obstructions is one of the greatest | 


outrages that now exists in this country; and if the | 


committee refuse to report a general bill, I beg of 
them to take into consideration the propriety of 
reporting a special bill for that object. 
to be done. 


Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I wish to say | 


that my position on the Committee on Commerce 


t ought | 


has been in favor of introducing a bill into the | 


Senate, and bringing the subject thoroughly to the 
consideration of the Senate; but I have to say that, 


if honorable Senators expect their views to be | 


understood by the committee, it will be necessary 


for them to take some form, either by waiting on | 
the committee or in writing, te let those views be | 


known tous. I shall be very happy to receive 


any commiunication of that kind from any Sena- | 


tor in regard to any matter of internal improve- 
ment. I have thought it proper to make this 
explanation in addition to what has been said by 
the honorable Senators from Tennessee and North 
Carolina. 


Here the conversation dropped. 


INVALID PENSION BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the bill from the 
House of Representatives for the payment of in- 
valid and other pensioners of the United States, 
for the year ending June 30, 1855, reported the 
same back; with an amendment. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the Senate, as 


- Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. 


The amendment df the committee was to strike 
the following clause out of the bill: 


‘* For pensions of invalids who were wounded on board 
Private armed vessels during the last war with Great Brit 
ain, $2,800; and the office for paying privateer pensioners 

’ 


|| by every one. 


| and directed to ascertain the amount of the losses sas- 
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it is particularly hard upon the privates when, 
as soldiers, after serving their country for years, 
they have accumulated something from their hard 
earnings, they are sent to San Francisco, and in 
obeying the order of the Government, by no fault 
of their own, by no indiscretion on their part, for 
they are compelled to obey, misfortune overtakes 
them, and their property 1s lost. 
Now, | submit to every Senator, whether sim- 
ple, even-handed justice does not require that loss 
to be made up to such men. 
1 have heard of several cases of peculiar hard- 
ship, and I will state one to the Senate. It is the 
case of one whose name I will not give, but who 
is said to be a most reputable and deserving young 
man, and whe is, I believe, asergeantin the Army. 
After struggling for years, he had saved and accu- 
mulated from his earnings eight hundred or a 
thousand dollars; his Government*ordered him to 
San Francisco; he took the little pittance which he 
had saved from those hard earnings, and started 
to obey that order, and wiile on his way the 
amount was swept from him, and he is now turned 
back upon the world without a solitary dollar 
with which to begin the conflict of life. Is there 
| a Senator here who can find it in his heart to vote 
regan! ae to that money to that individual? I 
feel perfectiy sure there is not. But then the ma- 
jority of the committee say that they would will- 
ingly provide for such a case if it should eome 
before us on its own individual merits. They did 
not, however, wish to report a general amend- 
ment, which, in their opinion, would open too 
wide a door for future claims. 
I have no doubt it will be passed; and you, Mr. 
| President, know, and every Senator knows, that 
| we shall have to pay this after a while, and we 
| had better pay it now, in the beginning, because 
my experience here is that these things lose 
nothing in amount by lapse of time. A claim is 
preferred to-day; it is postponed from year to 
year; it begins at one hundred dollars, and in ten 
years amounts to one thousand dollars. And I 
have yet to learn that, in the end, any claim which 
had the semblance of justice was not successful. 
I believe it will be wise economy; I believe it will 
be a clear and undoubted saving in the end for us 
to settle this question aright now, in the begin- 
ning, when the facts are before us, and when tes- 
timony can be obtained without any difficulty. I 
say, sir, that by pursuing such a course we shall 
save a large amount of money. 
But, Mr. President, I suppose we are not to be 
less just than our predecessors have been. When 
Fort Delaware was destroyed by fire the Con- 
gress of the United States was called upon to in- 
demnify the officers and soldiers for their losses 
sustained by that disaster. What was then the 
action of the Government? Be it said to its honor, 
magnanimity, and justice, that, without hesitation, 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Norris | Congress voted to refund to each one every dollar 
in the chair.) If there be no objection, the ques- , which he had lost. I cannot for my life see any 
tion will be taken on all the amendments together. || reason why we should now depart from this rule. 

There was no objection, and the amendments || I am not very much in the habit of regarding pre- 
were agreed to. cedents as always obligatory, but when they are 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire to offer | £0041 must say that there can be no objection to 
an amendment to thé bill, by way of an additional || following them. Such a provision was deemed 
section, which, however, has not the sanction of | just and equitable then. If it were just and equit- 
the majority of the Committee on Military Affairs. able at that time, it is equally so now; and per- 
Before doing so, however, I take occasion to say haps it is more necessary in this case than in that. 
that the sympathies of each member of that com- Butallowing the two cases tostand on equal ground, 
mittee were as strongly in favor of the proposition | | #ppeal to every Senator to say whether it is not 
which f submit as mine were. The only difference || fair and just that a Government like ours, possess- 
between us was, as to whether it would not be ig. the means, with an overflowing Treasury, 
opening too wide a door for future claims. The which wants depletion—the oe ae being, 
majority of the committee thought it would, and | #8 we are told, to get money out o -_ reasury— 
inftiehiced by that consideration, refused to rec- should make up the loss sustained oy those men, 
ommend to the Senate the adoption of the amend- who, while in the service of the Government, and 
ment. I differ from them upon the subject, and obeying its orders, were overtaken by this calam- 


therefore submit the following amendment: aby Es . 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Second Mr. JOHNSON. I hope that the amendment 


Auditor of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized | Will not be agreed to. Before voting upon it, I 
wish merely to state to the Senate that it was con- 
sidered at some length by the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, on the proposition of the honorable 
Senator who now submits it to the consideration 
of the Senate, and was rejected. It was rejected 
upon several grounds. I shall not undertake to 
state positively what considerations governed the 
minds of the other gentlemen upon the committee 
who were opposed toit. I presumethey will state 
them to the Senate; but, so far as I was concerned, 
the grounds apon which | opposed it were these: 

| | thought, in the first place, that it would open a 


in Boston is hereby abolished, and the said pensioners shal! 
be paid as privateer pensiouers are paid at other places,’’ 

‘The amendment wasagreed to; the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate as amended, ordered to be read 
a third time, was read a third time, and passed. 

TROOPS ON THE SAN FRANCISCO. 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the bill from 
the House of Representatives ‘‘ for the relief of 
the United States troops, sufferers by the disaster 
to the steamer San Francisco,’’ reported the same 
back with amendments, and asked for its present 
consideration. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
accordingly proceeded to consider the bill. 

The first amendment of the committee was to 
add at the end of the following words, in the first 
section— 

**That there shall be paid, under the direction of the 
President, to each of the officers, non-commissioned offi- 
cers, musicians, and privates, who were, on the 2lst day of 
December, 1853, embarked at New York, under orders for 
California, on the steamship San Francisco, and who were 
on board that vessel on the occasion of her recent disaster 
at sea’’— 
the words: 
and to Lieutenant Francis Key Murray, and any other 
officer or seaman of the United States Navy who was on | 
board said steamship under orders, 

So that there shall be paid to each his pay and 
allowances for four months. 

The next amendment of the committee was to 
add at the end of the first section the following 
proviso: 

Provided, That the amount of pay and allowances ad- 
vanced to the officers and men by the authority of the Pres- 
ident, previous to their embarkation, shall be passed to their 
credit, and their receipts for the same be canceled. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I will state that it is the six 
months’ pay and rations, all of which they have 
lost, for which the amendment proposes to give 
them credit. We desire to give them credit for 
that pay and for those rations, and not to hold 
them responsible or chargeable for them. I believe 
the House originally intended to make this pro- 
vision, but it was left out perhaps by mistake. 
There is another amendment. 

The next amendment of the committee was to 
add to the end of the second section, which is in 
these words: 

“That if any such officer, non-commissioned officer, 
musician, or private, shall have died before receiving such 
pry ment from any cause consequent upon said disaster, 
his widow, if one survive him, and if not, then his minor 
children, if any there be, shall be paid a sum equal in 
amount to six months’ allowance of the deceased ;”’ 
the words: 


and that the widows and minor children of those officers, ¢ 
non-commissioned officers, and privates who perished by 
this disaster, or died from disease in consequence thereof, 
shall be allowed pensions in the same manner in al! respects 
as if the said officers, non-commissioned Officers, and pri- 
vates had been killed in battle. 


tained by the officers, (commissioned and non-commis- 
sioned,) privates, and seamen in the service of the United 
States, who were on board of the San Francisco at the 
time of the late disaster to that vessel; and that he pay the 
amount of the losses thus ascertained, out of any other 
moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Il am anxious that the amendment should be 
adopted, if the majority of the Senate concur with 
me. It does seem to my mind that the justice of 
it cannot be questioned for a single moment; and 
the magnanimity of it, lam sure, will be conceded 
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very wide door for future claims upon the Treas- 


ury, and would lead to expenditures to which we. 


could fix no limit whatever. I consider that those 
who carried with them their private property upon 
this occasion—property not absolutely necessary 
to themselves in the discharge of their duties; and 
it is impossible to define what was absolutely ne- 
cessary beyond their everyday clothing, and the 
arms and equipments necessary to their service, 
under the impression that they were going to stay 
in California for a great while, or even with the 
expectation of coming back—did it at their own 
responsibility, and the Government cannot become 
an insurer for them. 

There is no limit that you cari put upon the de- 
scription of losses such as those which would be 
embraced by the amendment. Under it almost 
anything may be brought in. The officers and 
men can open their accounts against the Govern- 
ment upon every description of articles, if they 
open upon any; and as to the equipments, the 
most of them are furnished by the Government, 
and consequently can be no loss to them. 

If it ts intended so to load this bill, which is 
designed to be a benefit to the sufferers, as to de- 
stroy the bill itself, and thus fail to give the four 
months’ pay which is provided for, and fail even to 
remit the six months’ pay advanced by the Govern- 
ment, as the Senate has agreed to do in one of its 
amendments, and that, too, by an amendment of 


80 indefinite a character as that which is proposed: 


by the Senator from Tennessee, adopt the amend- 
ment, and I think we shall have aehieved very 
effectually that object. 

The amendment was voted down in the com- 
mittee. I say nothing of the strictness that may 
exist in regard to all approaches to the Treasury, 
either in this or in the other branch of Congress; 
but, sir, if you open the door here by the adoption 
of this amendment, you will lose the bill itself. 
Let us be content with doing a little good. We 
cannot do all that the philanthropy and kindness 
of every gentleman would prompt him to do, and 
if we did there would soon be no Treasury what- 
ever. 

The reasons which I have thus given are those 
which induced me to vote against the amendment 
in committee, and which lead me to oppose it here. 
What were the reasons which influenced other 
members I will not omega to say. They can 
state them for themselves. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The amendments which I 
submitted were those which the Committee on 
Military Affairs agreed upon. As stated by my 
honorable friend from Arkansas, the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Tennessee was not 
sustained by the Committee on Military Affairs. 
it was before us, and was discussed to some ex- 
tent. In the main I agree to that amendment. I 
think the officers and soldiers who suffered losses 
on board that vessel in consequence of the disas- 
ter, ought to be reimbursed for those losses. | 
think there was no difference of opinion in the 
committee on that subject. It was only thought 


a little premature, agd perhaps unadvisable at this | 


time, to comply with this general mode of relief. 


Another reason was that which was very forcibly |, 


given by my friend from Arkansas. 

I was rather in favor of the provision at the 
commencement, but another reason influenced my 
mind. It is reported—lI do not know how truly— 
that some of the officers of the command, who 
were on board that vessel, were among the first to 
embark in boats and leave the command on the 
vessel. I hope it is not true. If it be true, I 
do not know that I am at liberty at this time, 
perhaps it would not be advisable, to give my 
opinion upon it, but [ will say this, it is a subject 
of military inquiry, and I hope it will be con- 


ducted as such; for I hold that a man who is | 


placed in charge of such a command, who is the 


chief and leader of such a command, and who, in | 


a moment of danger and distress, such as occurred 


to that vessel, abandons that command, is guilty | 
of as much, I will not say cowardice, but mis- || 
condutt, as if he deserted them in the heat of battle, | 


and in some respects it is even worse. 


I also hold, that in the embarkation of the troops | 


on the vessels which came to the rescue of the 
wreck, it was wrong for the officers to be the first 
to leave it. I hope that matter can be explained 
by the condition of the officers; that they were 
incapable, by sickness or wounds, to superintend 





| of its commander, and the whole regimental staff, | 
| commissary, quartermaster, medical officers, and | 

all, so that, if lam correctly informed, the soldiers || 
| left behind knew not where to find provisions or 


' personally. 


| ject of military inquiry. 1 do not, therefore, wish 
| to prejudge it; on the contrary, | hope and trust, | 


for the honor of the American Army, for the honor || Senate of the United States, which had happened by the 


| death of the Hon. William Upham, a Senator,whose term 


dollar and every particle of property which was | 
| lost; but I never will consent to pay a man for his 


| stances I withdraw the amendment. 


‘and disposed of to-day. 


| vote for it now. 


_ the amendment may embarrass the bill, | with- 
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first embarked, and the captain of the company 
should have been the last man of the company on 
board the boat that carried them off the wreck; 
the regiment should have been first embarked, and 
the colonel of that regiment the last to fly from 
the wreck. 

One of the singular aspects of this cuse is, that 
the first embarkation left the command destitute 


medical stores. I know some of these gentlemen | 
I have had the honor to command | 
some of them in battle. The commander of the | 
regiment served under me at Tampico. 
him personally;and I know, also, that some of the | 
officers who embarked in the boat which first 
transferred the troops to the Kilby are as brave | 
as any in the service; but from wounds received, | 
and from sickness incurred by exposure on the 
wreck, they were incapable of performing service. | 

My honorable friend from Tennessee [Mr. 
Bet] tells me that Lieutenant Murray, who is | 
now in the city—an officer whose gallant con- 
duct during the whole of the disaster does credit 


to him and to the service in which he is engaged— 


explains this matter, and states that the officers 
were on board the Kilby, not for the purpose of 


| remaining there, but for the purpose of returning 
| to their command on board the wreck ; and during 


the night the Kilby, as we all know by news- 
paper information, was separated from the wreck. 
However, this, as I remarked, will be the sub- 


of the service, and for the honor of the country, | 
that every officer who left that command will be 
able to explain it to the satisfaction of the na- | 
tion. 

The committee considered that it might be some- 
what premature to provide for a general indemni- | 
fication of all the losses until we should ascertain 
whether the men proposed to be indemnified had 
discharged their duty faithfully on that perilous 
occasion or not. For one, | go for paying every 
dollar that was lost there by those men during the 
disaster. Iam in favor of reimbursing them every | 


| plate and his jewels, and his money, who left his | 
| command in , 
| fully satisfied on that point, [ shall not vote for | 
| the amendment. 
+ Mr. PETTIT. I rise to a privileged question. | 
|The hour for the consideration of the special || 
| order of the day—the case of the honorable gen- | 
| tleman from Vermont |Mr. Puexrs]} who I see is 


1e hour of distress; and, until I am 


present—has arrived. I therefore move to post- 
pone the further consideration of this bill until to- | 
morrow, for the purpose of taking up the special | 
order. 

Mr. SHIELDS. If my honorable friend from | 
Tennessee insists upon his amendment, I suppose | 
the bill will have to go over. I would suggest to | 
him, however, that it will perhaps be better to | 
withdraw it. 


Mr. DAWSON. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Under the circum- | 
Mr. GWIN. I hope the bill will be considered 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion to | 
postpone the bill has been entertained. 

Mr. GWIN. I was going on to say that I 
am in favor of the amendment, and ate ready to 


Several Sewarors. It is withdrawn. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
embarrass the bill. 
and also that the principle of the amendment is 
right; but as Senators think that the adoption of 


draw it. 
Mr. SHIELDS. 





| refer tomy friend from 


I know || 


I will suggest to my friend || 
| from Tennessee, though in favor of the amend- | 
| ment, that as it may lead to an embarrassment of | 
| the bill, it had better be withdrawn, so that the | 
bill may pass to-day to give the relief which it | 
| affords. : 


I do not desire to | 
I believe its principle is right, | 


1 hope then the bill ‘will be |, 
|| reported to the Senate and passed. 








r. BUTLER. I wish to make one or two 
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by the Senator from Illinois, so that they may go 
out at the same time with his. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Sen- 
ator from Indiana withdraw his motion to postpone 
to a the Senator from South Carolina to pro- 
ceed ? 

Mr: PETTIT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BUTLER. I saw Lieutenant Murray at 
his friend and ranean this morning—| 

irginia, |Mr. Mason]— 
and I heard him converse very freely upon the 
subject of the wreck. It is due, perhaps, to 
Colonel Gates particularly, that | should now 
make the remark that I put the interrogatory to 
Lieutenant Murray how Colonel Gates came to 
leave the San Francisco and go to the other ves- 
sel? His reply was, that he is a gentleman of over 
seventy years of age, and it was not an easy mat- 
ter, after going into the Kilby, to return; and very 
few were young enough to doit. Lieutenant Mur- 
ray did not attribute his course to anything like a 
disposition to abandon the command. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I am highly gratified to hear 
that explanation. : 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; 
the amendments were concurted in, and ordered 


| to be engrossed; the bill was ordered to be read a 


third time; and was read a third time, and passed. 
VERMONT SENATORSHIP. 
The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution 


| reported on the 16th instant from the Committee 


on the Judiciary, to which was referred, on the 
4th instant, the following preamble and resolution; 
W hereas, the Hon. Samuen. S. PHetrs was appointed 


by his Exceliency the Governor of Vermont, in the recess 
of the Legislature of that State, to fill a vacancy in the 


of six years would have continued until the 4th of March, 
1855; and 

Whereas, it is understood that since that temporary ap- 
pointment was made, the Legislature of Vermont hes been 
convened at its regular session, and has adjourned with- 
out filling such vacaney: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
whether the Hon. Samve. S. Puetps is entitled to retain 
his seat in the Senate of the United States. 

The resolution reported from the committee by 
a majority, consisting of Mr. Pettit, Mr. Geyer, 
and Mr. Wiis, is in the following words: 

Resolved, That the Hon. Samvet 8S. Pue tps is entitled 
to retain his seat in the Senate of the United States. 

A minority of the committee, consisting of Mr. 
Burxer and Mr. Bayarp, dissent from the report 
of the committee, and submit a minority report 
expressive of their views. 

he question before the Senate was stated to be 
on the resolution reported from the committee. 

Mr. PETTIT. Mr. President, in moving to 
make this subject the special order of the day, I 
did not design by any means to occupy the atten- 
tion of the Senate at any condidierable length in 
its discussion; nor do I intend to do so now; but 
having made the report, as the organ of the com- 
mittee, they think it is incumbent on me to state 
briefly the position which the committee occupy. 

The facts in the case before the Senate are well 
understood, and need not be recapitulated. In 
coming to the conclusion that the Hon. Samvue 8S. 
PueE cps is entitled to retain his seat in the Senate 
of the United States, the committee have exam- 
ined the Constitution and the precedents which 
they think bear upon the question. The.committee 
conclude, in the first place, that the design of the 
framers of the Constitution was that there should 
be two Senators from each State in commission at 
all times ready for the exigencies of the public 
service. They came to that conclusion, first from 
the plain, palpable declaration and language of 
the Constitution itself, in these words: 

“ The Senate of the United States shall be composed of 
two Senators from each State, chosen by the Legislature 
thereot for six years, and each Senator shall have one 
vote. 

In addition to this provision we find that, in 
order to avoid anything like a hiatus, or vacancy, 
the framers of ‘the Constitution provided two 
means for the creation of the office of Senator. 
Primarily, they vested the power in the Legisla- 
ture, but, contingently, in the event that the Legis- 
lature did not excise the authority, in the executive 
of the State, in the person in whose hands the 
executive authority might be vested for the time 
being. 

The Constitution has declared that the Senate 


their commands. The privates should have been ‘| remarks in connection with what has been said '! of the United-States shall consist of two Senators 
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istence, to keep : : 
recollected that no State is ever without an execu- 
tive. 


exercise the primary authority—it has powerto do 
so; but, inasmuch as the Legislature is not always 
in that condition, and the State always has an ex- 


ecutive, the Constitution has conferred upon the | 


executive the right to make temporary appoint- 
ments, so that the Senate can at all times be kept 
full by the action of these two departments. 

The question, in this case, arises principally, as 
it is said, upon the construction of the latter clause 
of the third section of the first article of the Con- 
stitution of the United States. That section, after 
providing that the Legislature shall appoint, pro- 
ceeds to say: 


«“ And if vacancies happen, by resignation or otherwise, 
during the recess of the Legislature of any State, the exec 


utive thereof may make temporary appointments until the | 


next meeting of the Legislature, whicli shall then fill such 
vacancies.”? 


That the language of the Constitution, or of 


any law, cannot always be read and understood 
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from each State, and has provided two means, I 20 as to terminate both the power to appoint and 
both ample, one of which must always be in ex- | the office of the ap 
the Senate full; for it must be || Legislatare—for it 1s out of the question to torture 


intee, at the meeting of the 


|| the word ** meeting”’ to meaf dissolution, or end, 


It always has an executive, though it may | 
not always have a Legislature. When the Legis- | 
lature is in session—is in a condition to act and to | 





literally, will be seen by reading this language | 
twice. The intention, and not the language in all || 


instances, must be observed. If you take this pas- 


sage literally, it will be seen that there could be | 


no appointment by the executive unless there be 
vacancies. ‘The language is expressly in the plu- 
ral, ‘‘and if vacancies happen’’ * the executive 


thereof may make temporary appointments,’’ in | 
the plural again—appointments to correspond with | 


vacancies. 


I need not, however, dwell upon this 
wording. 


No one has doubted, and no one will 


doubt, that the executive has authority to appoint | 


where but one vacancy happens. I notice this 

oint in passing, for it is right before me; and it 
is utterly out of the question, in giving a sound 
construction and sound interpretation to legal in- 
struments, always to construe them literally as 
the words themselves indicate. Nor, indeed, does 
such, at first blush, seem to be the proper im- 
pression. 

But the question arises as to whether the limit- 
ation implied in the words ‘‘ until the next meet- 
ing of the Legislature,’’ applies to the contingent 
power of the Governor to appoint and its dura- 
tion, or to the period within which he may exer- 
cise and continue to exercise that power. The 
question is, does the limitation apply to the power 


to fill the office, or to the commission of him who | 
is the appointee? The committee have supposed | 
that the limitation is upon the appointing power, | 
that the executive cannot make an appointment | 


after ‘* the next meeting 6f the Legislature,”’ but 
that the force and effect of the appointment, the 
commission and the office, continue until the prim- 
ary authority, the Legislature, lays its hand upon 


the subject and exercises that authority, or until | 


the senatorial term, the end of the six years, shall 
have passed by. 
The committee are further of opinion that the 


language in regard to the power of the executives | 


of the several States to fill vacancies is neither 
perspicuous, definite, nor concise; that it is sub- 
ject to two interpretations; that it may be and 
might have been in the beginning fairly and justly 


interpreted, either according to one or the other of | 
It may be interpreted so as to limit | 
both the appointing power and the duration of the | 


two views. 


office; or, on the other hand, in may be interpreted 
so as to be applied, as the committee propose to 
apply it, to the extent of time within which the 
appointing power may be brou,ht into requisition, 
or may be exercised. 

W hat, then, is the difference between these two 
interpretations? When two such interpretations 
me be put upon this language, without doing 
violence to the Constitution, or to the organization 
of its powers, we may well inquire what was the 
object of the framers of the Constitution; and we 
may well see what would be the result of one in- 
terpretation,and what of the other. By giving the 
former interpretation, that both the power and the 
office terminate upon the meeting of the Legisla- 
ture, you give to the phrase a harsh and severe 
construction, which does not conduce to the ser- 
vice or benefit of the public, but absolutely to 
deprive the States of the service of a Senator; for 
in all cases, if you consider the language literally, 


|| adopted. 


|| and Kentucky. 





| against which | contend, the Senate might be fora 








or rising, dr adjournment—you in the first place | 
violate what was the plain and palpable intention 
of the framers of the Constitution. They designed 
that there should always be two Senators from 
each State in commission; but by this harsh inter- 
pretation you are compelled, every little while, 
and in every State in a few years, where a hiatus | 
or vacancy in the Senate occurs, to demand that | 
the Senator who holds an executive appointment 
shall take his hat and walk out at the moment 
when the Legislature meets. It may be some 
days before the Legislature will elect. They may 
not, perhaps, elect duting their whole session, 
and then, when a man is elected, it will take him 
some days to get here. 

Mr. BADGER. How long would it take fora 
man to come here from California? 

Mr. PETTIT. As it was in the olden times it | 
would take months; but according to the present | 
rate I believe a man can come in thirty days. 

Sir, we must also consider what was the con- 
dition of the country when the Constitution was | 
Then our country was sparsely settled; | 
there were no railroads, no steamboats, and the | 
slowest modes of travel were used. Mencoming 
from Boston probably had to make a long and | 
tedious journey in order to reach the seat of Gov- 
ernment; and no doubt Senators and Representa- 
tives came on horseback from Georgia, Tennessee, 
In that view of the case, then, it 
would have been apparent to the framers of the 
Constitution that, under the harsh construction | 


long time without a full representation of the 
States. We are to regard this question as though 
our country were now in thé situation in which it 
was at the time of the adoption of the Constitu- 
tion; and by that means we shall get back into the 
feelings, and judgment, and intention, of those 
who framed that sacred instrument; and that will | 
explain to us fully that matter. 
ell, sir, by this interpretation, as I have said, | 
you distract the public service; you have not your 
men in commission all the time; and the Senate is 
not composed of two Senators from each State, as 
the Constitution provides that it shall be. The 
Constitution expressly provides that the Senate 
shall be composed of two Senators from each State, 
and, for the purpose of having at all times that 
provision carried into effect, provided two means | 
of appointment, one or the other of which is at 
all times capable of sending a Senator here. If 
the Legislature is not always in session, the per- 
petuity of the Executive of the State exists forever, | 
in one hand or another, and is at all times ready | 
to fill the hiatus. 
] have contended that this would be the harsh | 
view, the harsh construction of the provision of 
the Constitution. It is contended for, | know, by 
some gentlemen; but it seems to me that it is one 


| not in accordance with the spirit or intention of | 


the framers of the Constitution. The public con- 
venience, the public service, and the public interest | 
are served by a different construction, and would | 
not be served by this. 

Now, what is the other view? What is the. 
consequence if we take the milder view which the | 
committee have taken of this question? By it we 
promote the public service; we ry out the 
spirit and intention of the framers of the Consti- 
tution; we live up to its very letter, as nearly as | 
we can; we carry out the provision which says | 
the Senate shall be composed of two Senators 
from each State. While I do not feel bound by 
the precedents of the Senate as much as by the 
precedents of cases ao before the judicial | 
tribunals, they are still entitled to great consider- 
ation and respect. The Senate have heretofore | 
interpreted the Constitution as the committee in- | 
terpret it now, upon more than one occasion. If 
the opposite construction prevail, at the meeting 
of the Legislature the Senator here holding his 
seat under Executive appointment loses his seat. 
The Senate has, uniformly, in twenty, thirty, or 
forty instances, or perhaps more, decided that the 
office does not terminate upon the meeting of the 
Legislature, but continues beyond the meeting. 
This was decided first in the famous case of Mr. 
Smith, of Maryland. That resolution has been 
read and reread, but I will read it again. 


| the same sort. 
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The Senate, on the 6th of June, 1809, after full 
consideration and deliberation, passed this resolu- 
tion: 

* Resolved, That the Hon, Samuel Smith, a Senator ap- 
pointed by the Executive of Maryland to fill the vacancy 


| “which happened in the office of Senator for that State, is 


entitled to hold his seat in the Senate of the United States 
during the session ef the Legislature of Maryland, which, 
by the proclamation of the Governor of said State was to 
commence on the Sth day of the present month of June, 
unless said Legislature shall fill such vacancy by the ap- 
pointment of a Senator, and this Senate be officially in- 
formed thereof.”’ 


1 read this, not because it is a resolution fully 
covering the case of the honorable Senator from 
Vermont, but because it expresses the deliberate 
judgment of the Senate that the office does not 
terminate upon the meeting of the Legislature. 
That they have resolved and re-resolved. There 
are thirty and forty, perhaps there may be one 
hundred instances, where Senators have been ap- 
pointed by the executives of their States, and 
come here and held their seats until the meeting 
of the Legislatures, and until their successors were 
elected and came here and took their seats. My 
own case furnishes an illustration of this practice. 
I came here on the [8th of January, at the middle 
of the last,session of Congress. My predecessor 
{Mr. Cathcart,] had been appointed by the Gov- 
ernor of the State to fill the vacancy occasioned 
by the death of Governor Whitcomb. It was 
not proposed to turn him out of the Senate as 
soon as it was known that the Legislature met. I 
hold that we are compelled here to take official 
notice of the meeting, and not of the adjournment 
of the Legislature, for that is a matterthat caprice 
may determine; but the constitution, or a perma- 


| nent law of each State determines when the Legis- 


lature shall meet. But I need not refer to my own 
case. Indiana has had two or three other instances 
of the same kind. Mr. Hanna was once appointed ; 
Mr. Tipton was elected to succeed him, but did 
not come here for three or four months after his 
election. There are a great many instances of 
Many gentlemen have been ap- 
pointed to fill vacancies, and have continued, in 
every instance, I believe, to hold their seats until 
their successors appeared and were qualified.’ In 
at least fifty cases the Senate has thus given to 
the clause of the Constitution in question the con- 
struction which the committee give it, that the 
office does not terminate upon the meeting of the 
Legislature. 

This is the mild and benignant construction— 
one calculated to promote the public service, and 
not to injure it. And when two constructions 
can be given—I care not whether it be upon the 
bench or in a legislative bod y—the one detrimental 
to the public service, and the other promotive of 
the public good and the public weal, the latter 
ought always to be adopted. Such has been the 
judgment of the Senate heretofore. Then, sir, 
the committee think that they are justified in 
coming to the conclusion at which they have ar- 
rived; first, because it seems to be justified by the 
language of the Constitution itself, and then, it 
being subject to two constructions, they have the 
precedence of the Senate for their guidance. 

Itis idle to sny to me that upon any philological 
principles it can be shown that the word ‘* meet- 
ing’? means ‘*fend.’’ The resolution of the Senate, 
in the case of Mr. Smith, of Maryland, said he 
might hold ** during’ the session of the Legisla- 
ture. The committee have said very tritely, in 
their report, that you cannot construe ‘* meeting’’ 
into ** end,”’ ** dissolution,’’ or “ adjournment.’’ 
The Constitution does not say that the appointee 
shall hold his office until the next adjournment of 


| the Legislature; but if the limitation applies to the 


appointee, it is ‘* until the next meeting of the 
Legislature.’’ We think, then, that we are juati- 
fied in our construction from the text of the Con- 
stitution itself; from the precedents, and the con- 
struction heretofore given it by the Senate, and 
from our construction being promotive of the 
public service, and not detrimental to it. 

Sir, | have pursued the subject longer and 
further than | had intended. I shall now leave it 
entirely to the consideration of those who feel more 
interest in it than I do, and who are, perhaps, 
abundantly better able to manage the matter. I 
shall not detain the Senate longer. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, it is not my 
purpose to take a prominent part in this discus- 
| sion. The question before the Senate resolves 
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itself into a very simple proposition, and I think it 
would not be very much improved by an amplifica-_ 
tion of the discussion. ‘The papers on the table 
disclose the fact that the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary were divided—that the honorable Senator 
from Delaware [Mr. Bayvanp] and myself differed 
from the majority of the members of that Com- 
mittee. I have placed my reasons for that dissent 
in writing. I do not choose, pow, at least, to go 
fully into the subject. I may restate them, how- 
ever, in a different form hereafter; but the state of 
my voice will not allow me to do so now; nor do 
I know that it is very desirable, for two reasons. 
i think the Senate will come to a very intelligent 
conclusion on this subject, by reading the Consti- 
tution and the precedents; and | know that my 
friend from Delaware is very fully prepared upon 
the subject, and therefore | yield the floor to him 
to conduct the discussion in reply to the honora- 
ble Senator from Indiana. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, before pro- 
ceeding with the debate on this question, differing 
as | do, toto celo, from the reasoning of the hon- 
orable Senator from Indiana, and the views of the 
majority of the committee, | should like to know 
whether the special order in Executive session, at 
two e’clock, is to take effect? If so, | cannot, of 
course, conclude my remarks by that time. 

Mr. BADGER. I would suggest to the Sena- 
tor that we may postpone this subject till another 
day. 

Mr. GWIN. Lhopenot. Wecan postpone 
the other subject until to-morrow. 

Mr. BADGER. I thought the other was im- 
portant to-day. 

Mr. GWILN. 
morrow. 

Mr. CHASE. The Senator from Delaware is 
indisposed, and would proceed with great per- 
sonal inconvenience to himself to-day. 

Several Senarons. Then let us postpone the 
subject. 

Mr. CHASE. I trust the Senate will at once 
acquiesce in a motion to postpone the subject until 
to-morrow, or such day as will suit the con- 
yenience of the Senator from Delaware. 

Mr. BADGER. To-morrow will be private 
bill dav. 

Mr. CHASE. Say. Monday. 

Mr. GWIN. We have a special order for 
Monday. 

Mr. CHASE. I move to postpone the further 
consideration of the subject until Monday, and to 
make it the special order for that day. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope that will nbt be done; 
for the bill of the honorable Senator from Illinois 


No, sir; we can take it up to- 


{Mr. Dovatas] is already the special order for that | 


day. , 
Mr. CHASE. Then I move to postpone this 
subject until Tuesday. This will not interfere 


with the special order of Monday, unless the Sen- | 


ate choose, because that subject is the special 
order for Monday, and from day to day until dis- 
posed of. Unless the Senate shall choose to pro- 
ceed with 
Monday, and settle the question as to the right of 
the honorable Senator from Vermont to a seat, the 
other bili could be taken up, and groceeded with 
from day to day. 

Mr. GWIN. 
poned unul to-morrow, 

Mr. BADGER and Mr. CHASE. 
row is private bill day. 

Mr. STTIT. Perhaps some other Senator 
may wish to go on to-day. 

Mr. BAYARD. 1 should be perfectly willing 
to proceed to-day if I supposed that the debate 
could be closed to-day; but the suggestion which | 
made was with reference to the fact that there is an 
eXisting special order in Executive session at two 
o'clock. If that order shall be executed, and 


To-mor- 


properly it ought to be, then of necessity this de- | 


vate cannot be closed to-day; for I certainly can- 
not conclude my remarks by two o’clock, — 
not promise to conclude at any time. I think 
that the questions here involved are very import- 
ant; not perhaps in reference to the particular 
case, but because I think the constitutional pro- 


the consideration of this matter on | 


I hope the subject wil! be post- |) 


I will | 
| ARD] is entitled to the floor. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


Mr. HUNTER. I would suggest to the Sen- 
ator from Delaware that if he is willing to go on 
to-day, we can devote to-day to the consideration 
of this case, and postpone the other special order. 

Mr. BADGER. I can state to the Senatorfrom 
Virginia that the Senator from Delaware greatly 
prefers not to go on to-day. 

Mr. HUNTER, 1 did not understand him so. 

Mr. BADGER. He is wiiling to go on, of 
course; we are always willing, but we sometimes 
have our personal preferences. | hope, therefore, 
the subject will be postponed until Monday; and | 
will add another suggestion why it should be done. 
I do not see how the subject is to be disposed of 
to-day. Seme of us have not made up our minds 
upon the question. Some of us wish to listen in 
order to be convinced. Some of us do not yet 
understand the subject thoroughly, and are not 
prepared to decide for ourselves. 1 confess | am 
in that situation. I hope the subject will be post- 
poned unti! Monday. 

Mr. HUNTER. I| hope not. 
a special order for Monday. 

Mr. BADGER. ‘Then suppose we say Tues- 
day. 

Mr. CASS. The Nebraska bill is the special 
order for Monday, and from day to day, until 
disposed of. 
ject the order of the day for Monday, it will be 
thrown over for an indefinite period. [think it is 
one of those questions which should supersede all 
others. We owe it to ourselves and to the Sen- 
ate to dispose of the subject as soon as possible. 

Mr. PETTIT. Undoubtedly; it is a question 
of privilege. 

Mr. BUTLER. I concur with the honorable 


Senator from Michigan. I think, as a question 


There is already 


l| of privilege, by parliamentary rules, this will take 


precedence of all others; and I think we might 
well take it up to-morrow, notwithstanding the 
order of the Senate that we shall take up private 
businesson Friday. If it takes precedence of all 
other questions, we can consider it to-morrow. 
It would, to be sure, postpone private business for 
a week, but that is all. 


Mr. BADGER. What would be gained by 


| that? 


Mr. BUTLER. My friend from Delaware in- 
forms me that he cannot be here to-morrow, and of 
course | yield to every personal consideration he 
niay urge; but one thing is very certain: this sub- 
ject has been for a long time pending, and I say, 
for one, that it would give me very great pleasure 
to receive on this floor, the honorable Senator 
from Vermont; but | am perfectly satisfied that 


| if he retains his seat here it will be in violation of 


the Constitution of the United States; and in that 
point of view I could not consent, if there was an 
important question pending, and it was likely to 
approach a tie in the Senate, to the reception of 
his vote; but I should protest against receiving it 
until this question should be decided. This shows 
the importance of deciding a question of privilege 
of this kind, that we should know who are com- 
petent voters in the Senate. . 


Mr. CASS. Itis the first question which should | 


come before the Senate. 

Mr. BUTLER. Yes, sir. In the English Par- 
liament they always take up such questions first. 
I have looked at the books, and [ know it to be 


80. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I think, from what I un- 
derstand, that the claimant to the seat is ready to 
proceed. My colleague can speak on some other 
oceasion. If the claimant [Mr. Puexes] would 


take the floor, my colleague would have an op- || 
heard fully on a future occa- || 


portunity of bein 
sion, when he will be in better health. 
Mr. CHASE. Theres a special order in Ex- 


. ° } 
ecutive session for two o’clock to-day. ‘The hour || 


approaches. It is perfectly obvious that no Sena- 
tor can take the floor and do justice either to him- 


self or to the subject during the time which now | 


remains. The Senator from Delaware [Mr. Bay- 


He is indisposed, 
and would proceed with great personal inconve- 
nience to-day, and under such circumstances, I have 


never known in this Senate, an appeal addfessed to. | 


‘Then, if you do not make this sub- | 














further consideration of the subject until Mon- 


day. 

Mr. CLAYTON. If my colleague desires to 
follow the Senator from Indiana in the debate, of 
course we all agree that he should do so, and se- 
lect his own time. I do not so understand him. 
| understand him to be willing that the gentleman 
from Vermont (Mr. Puexrs} shall proceed with 
his argument, leaving himtoreply. If thatis the 
understanding, [ would suggest that the claimant 
for the seat should goon now; but if my colleague 
has the slightest desire to proceed to-day, I should 
certainly insist upon his right to do so, or if he 
should desire to follow in the debate before the 
claimant for the seat. 

Mr. SEWARD. Let the Senator from Dela- 
ware say what he does desire, and we shall grant it, 

| Mr. CHASE. The Senator from Delaware, 
who is entitled to the floor, does not desire to 
speak in preference to any other Senator who 
wishes now to occupy the floor. If there is any 
Senator who desires at present to speak, I wil! 
withdraw the motion; but if there is no Senator 
who desires now to speak, I shall insist upon it. 
{ do not understand any other Senator as indica- 

| ting a wish to occupy the floor at this time. 

Mr. BAYARD. So far as my own personal 
convenience is concerned, | am _ perfectly willing 
to proceed now; but I do not wish to go on to-day 
with one haif of an argument, and leave the rest 
of it for a subsequent day next week. My in- 
quiry was directed to that matter. There is a 
special order assigned for two o’clock to-day in 
| Executive session. My inquiry was, whether 
| that special order necessarily caused the Senate to 
take up that subject at that time. 

Several Senarors. Not at all. 

Mr. BAYARD. Bat you cannot close the 
| debate to-day. There are other Senators who 
desire to debate the subject. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I move to suspend the further 
consideration of the present order of business, for. 
the purpose of proceeding to Executive session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
now before the Senate is to postpone the further 
| consideration of this subject until Monday. 

Mr. BUTLER. I move that the whole subject 
lie upon the table, giving notice at the same time 
that I shall call it up whenever I can—not to-mor- 
row, because the gentleman from Delaware ma 
| not wish to speak to-morrow—but I shall call it 
| up on Monday. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


| On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, the Senate pro- 
| ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
| and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
| reopened. . 


AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. GWIN. I desire to move to take up from 
|| the table for consideration the message from the 

House of Representatives announcing the appoint- 
|| ment of a committee, to act jointly with such 
| committee as may be sapetonnl by the Senate, to 
take into consideration the propriety of recom- 
/mending an amendment of that portion of the 
Constitution which regulates the mode of electing 
the President and Vice President of the United 
States. It was on my motion that the message 
was ordered to lie upon the table. My motive in 
making it has been misunderstood in the House 
of Representatives. It is supposed by some 
members of that body that the intention was to 
show disrespect to them. Itis scarcely necessary 
for me to say that such was not my intention. 
The motion was made because it was necessary 
for us to go into Executive session at the time. 
Not having listened to the reading of the resolu- 
tion then, I thought it was a different proposition 
from what it is. 

I am not prepared to say that 1 am opposed to 
the proposition to change the mode of election; 1 
_ therefore move to take up the message now, In order 
| that a motion-may be submitted to authorize the 
| President to appoint a committee on the part of 
the Senate. I hope I shall not be put on it as 


; vision has been departed from in a variety of cases, || the courtesy of the Senate in vain. We have al- || Chairman, because I cannot serve well in such a 
and | wish to show what is the extent and force | ways agreed to a postponement, upon the applica- |} Position. 
, of the precedents which haveexisted in this body, | tion of a Senator under similar circumstances, of The motion was agreed to. 
and to endeavor, so far as my own views go, to any question, toaday which would suit his con- The resolution of the House being then under 
place this matter upon some principle which may || venience. Thai day in this case is Monday. 1 || consideration, 
be acted upon hereafter as well as now. || therefore insist upon my motien to postpone the || ~ The Senate adjourned. 
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1854. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuvrspay, January 26, 1854. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Henry SLicer. 


TheJournal of Tuesday was read and approved. | 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- | 
munication from the Secretary of the Interior, 
transmitting a report from Mr. Campbell, the 
present Commissioner on the pes of the United 
States to settle unpaid claims between this Gov 
ernment and citizens of Mexico, stating that, after 
investigation, he (Mr. Campbell) had ascertained 
that fifty thousand dollars would be required to 
liquidate these unpaid debts; and recommending 
that an appropriation of fifty thousand dollars be 
made for that purpose. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, the 
commynication and accompanying report were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Ways and Means. 


THE PRESIDENT S MESSAGE. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. Sneaker, the 
debate on the President’s message is to be closed 
to-day, at one o’clock. vo colleague [Mr. Ern- 
ertpGe| has the floor, and unless the House go 
into committee now, he will lose the opportunity 
to make a speech. [f therefore move that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

The question was put and agreed to; and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Orr in 
the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee, at its last 
sitting, had under consideration the reference of 
the President’s message, and on that the gentle- 
man from Tennessee [Mr. Ernerivee} is entitled 
to the floor. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Chairman, I am | 
aware, sir, that in an assembly of this kind, si- 
lence commends itself most forcibly to those who || 
have taken but little part in a affairs; yet, sir, 
there are times, no doubt, when the most exacting | 
will excuse a mere expression of personal opin- | 
ion. I hope—I trust, itisso now. It has been 
but two days since the Committee on Military 
Affairs reported back to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it should pass, the joint resolu- 
tion of the Senate, reviving the grade of Lieuten- 
ant General in the Army, and authorizing the 
President, under circumstances therein mentioned, | 
to confer the rank, specially by brevet, upon either 
of our Major Generals who rendered eminent ser- 
vices in the late war with Mexico. Certain indi- 
cations on the part of the House, at the time that 
report was made, have caused me to desire, thus | 
early, to make some remarks which, otherwise, I | 
should have deferred to a much later day. 

And in saying that which I propose to say, I 


a 


Prayer 


| 


last two years, and of the difficulty of consider- 


the past so naturally awakened 

I do not expect to remove opinions and preju- 
dices which some have heretofore formed, and to 
which they are committed by the unalterable re- | 
cords of the country. I prefer rather to address 
myself to those who have not, heretofore, been | 
committed for or against the measure, and whose | 
favorable and impartial consideration | may hope 


stances. 


vast or immediate public moment can depend. 
The resolution does not involve the great ques- 
tions of peace or war—of progress or expansion. 
Even the hackneyed political controversies of the 


the people and the Government will move on in the 
same continued order and harmony, undisturbed 
and unaffected by the results of your action. 

1 do not, admit, however, that the proposition 
is without great merits. It is necessarily con- 
nected with a very important arm of the Govern- 


ment, having for its object the additional encour- | 
agement of those whose responsibilities are always 


THE CONGR 


so great In time of actual war, and which, if 





adopted, cannot possibly be tortured into an injury 
to any person, or to any interest whatever. Yet, 
sir, I feel myself appealed to by other consider- 
ations, which, while they do not affect me person- 
ally, the promptings of my heart will not permit 


| me to disregard. 


If our assent to the resolution involved a new 
principle; if, by its passage, we were to commit 
ourselves to a policy which, in form or effect, is 
without any precedent, or violative of the letter 
or spirit of that Constitution which declares that 
‘*no title of nobility shall be granted,’’ I, too, 
would take my stand with those who oppose its 
adoption. But, in my opinion, there is no con- 
ceivable objection to this particular resolation, 
which does not apply to every former act of the 
Government having for its design an acknowl- 
edgment of that high sense of gratitude which 
has always been considered as due to those who 
have rendered important services to the country. 

You have often awarded to the meritorious and 
the brave, medals and other tokens of regard, 
which a proud soldier estimates next only to his 
life or his good name, but never except to those 
who had first exhibited that true courage and 
moderation which alone can give luster to the pro- 
fession of arms. 


To your victorious chieftains have you voted | 


those good swords which are awarded only to 
honor and bravery, but never until their own had 
first flashed in the light of victory on many a 


renowned and successful battle-field; and but re- | 


cently, when your armies were performing prodi- 
gies of valor, and achieving, in the very heart of 


an enemy’s country, that series of brilliant victo- | 


ries which at once startled and astonished the 
world, you did not permit the courier who brought 
you the glad tidings to return, without instructing 
him to say to your armies, that they ‘* deserved 
well of the country.”’ 

Events of a still more recent occurrence may be 
pointed to with confidence, as a justification for 
the unanimous adoption of the resolution. It has 
been but a few brief months since might have 
been seen at anchor in the Bay of Smyrna the 
sloop-of-war St. Louis. At the same time might 


have been observed, on board that sloop, an un- | 


obtrusive and intelligent, a chivalrous and humane 
officer, who up to that hour had been a stranger 
to all distinction, and wholly unknown to fame. 
No doubt, sir, he had often sighed for an oppor- 
tunity to win in his department of service, by the 
exercise of that daring and courage which ** stirred 
within him,’’ some of that renown, securing which, 


in other days, had covered our infant Navy with | 


aera glory. 
hen, in the recent war with Mexico, our land 
forces were creating heroes, heralding victories, 


and partitioning an empire, he was compelled to 
repose in inglorious ease, and endure all that 
** heart-sick faintness of the hope delayed”’ which 
am not unmindful of the forced connection this | falls so like a blight on the heart of the aspiring 
subject has had with the political events of the | and the young. More than this, he saw from 
afar the extinguishment of the flame of war; he 
ing it with that delicacy and moderation which | beheld the triumphal return of those who had won 
will avoid arousing some of those feelings which | the names of heroes; he heard the plaudits of 
grateful millions who came to welcome the con- | 
querors home, and saw other names enrolled in 
the book of fame beside the few ‘* which were not 
But his name was not there. The 
fields had all been won, and the era for the per- 


born to die.’’ 


formance of great deeds had passed by. 


|| and minions of Austrian despotism. 


H which were exhibited 


1 


|| true greatness and true courage. 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


You and the world are familiar with the courage | 
and intrepidity; the pevenpipess and judgment 
»y the officer in command; 

day are left untouched; for, decide it as you will, | a courage and resolution which brought Martin | 
| Koszta back in triumph to your shores, while it 

|| extorted from the courts and counsellors of Europe | 
|| that respect and admiration which all men pay to 


|| But, sir, this achievement did not stop here. 
| 
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to follow. It made plain and familiar a some- 
what obsolete page in the book cf American 
diplomacy; it awakened a slumbering world to a 
new reading of the laws of nations; and it demon- 
strated the great fact that the American people 
would announce in the very heart of Europe, and 
at the doors of despotism and power, the a 
truths of our Government, which have ever been 
fostered and cherished by our people. 

What was the effect of the liberation of Koszta 
here? And what was the response which went 
up from the people? What was done by the Ex- 
ecutive Department? And how have you shown 
your appreciation of it? Why, sir, the people, 
without a conference, rendered a verdict of hearty, 
prompt, and enthusiastic approval. Your Presi- 
dent, after careful advisement and deliberation, 
instructed his Secretary to say, that he fully in- 
dorsed and approved the conduct of the officer; 
and that Secretary, fully aroused to the import- 
ance of the subject, immediately gave it an elabo- 
ration commensurate with his greatabifties which, 
if it did not fully satisfy every one of the entire 
correctness of his arguments, caused a very gen- 
eral acquiescence in the great conclusion to which 
he arrived. 

But, sir, what did you do? 1 mean, what was 
done by the House of Representatives? Were 
we content to rest the matter where the Execu- 
tive, the Secretary of State, and the opinien of the 
public had placed it? No, sir; you, too, must seek 
an occasion for testifying your admiration of the 
achievement, and of that lofty patriotism and love 
of fame which led to its consummation. 

We must not forget, sir, that on the very day that 
the President’s message and accompanying docu- 
ments were submitted te the House, and before 
any member could have had time to examine the 
celebrated letter of Mr. Marcy to Chevalier Hiilse- 
mann, a member from New York rose in his 
place, and offered a series of resolutions, having 
for their express object the compliment of a sword 
and the thanks of Congress to DuncamWNV. Ingra- 
ham, for his gallantry and good conduct in the re- 
lease of Martin Koszta. What more was done? 
Its immediate adoption would have prevented an 
occasion for the exhibition of all that learning 
and patriotism which the subsequent discussion of 
the subject so properly elicited. ‘Though no ob- 
jection was offered, it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, who very ry. 
responded, and reported a substitute which em- 
bodied the thanks of Congress, and the marked 
compliment of a medal, to be prepared and pre- 
sented under the supervision of the President. 

Up to this time no objection had been made; 
yet, sir, members could not permit the favorable 
opportunity which the subject presented to pass 
unimproved. I listened with great interest and 
attention to much that was said; and I know not 
now which most to admire, the impulses which 

prompted members to speak, or the learning they 


|| respectively displayed. Those who took a part 


in that most interesting debate, showed that they 
had trod to advantage ‘‘the gladsome paths of 

| jurisprudence,”’ aud their arguments would have 
awakened admiration within the classic precincts 
of Westminster Hall. It was a noble offering of 
patriotism most disinterested, and learning most 
profound. 


|| ‘Thehonorable and gallant gentleman from Vir- 
|| ginia, (1 mean, of course, the chairman of the 
|, Committee on Foreign Affairs,) who was all the 

Suddenly, however, an emergency arose which | 
enabled him to connect his own name with his | 
for, without being met by a repetition of those || country’s fame. A political refugee from Hun- 
arguments and objections, which have become so || gary, who had sought and found here that politi- 
much weakened by time and attending circum- |, cal liberty which had been denied him abroad, | 
‘| and who by his declaration of intention tc become 

I am gratified to know, that upon the result of || a citizen had thrown himself upon our protection, 
our action in the matter now before us, nothing of || was forcibly seized and imprisoned by the tools 


time at the head of the column, gave so many in- 
dications of his comprehensive judgment, his ap- 
preciation of national fame, and tota! disregard 
of self, that I confidently hope to find him rallying 
to the aid of those who propose this last compli- 


|| ment to one of the most distinguished sons of his 


native State. 

I have felt myself justified in making this allu- 
sion to the case of Captain Ingraham, because I 
regard the principle of the two propositions as 
identical. he difference consists alone in the 


| number and weight of the reasons which may be 


urged in behalf of the respective measures. The 
one isa well-merited tribute to the rising hopes 
and prospects of early manhood; the other to that 
| old age which, like the ancient oak, is ** still steady 
|| amid the elements.” 
Ithas been urged, and it will be #0 again, as an 


Its entire importance did not consist in the mere || objection to the resolution, that it is designed as a 
| liberation of the enslaved; this was but the begin- | 
| ning of great public results, which were speedily || special and |imited in its character; and that so 


personal compliment to General Scott; that it is 
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noon as the President has once confirmed the rank 
of liewtenant general by brevet, the resolution. 
expires by its own limitation, and becomes for- 
ever thereafter wholly inoperative end void. 
This, I admit, is so; and it is for thisvery reason 
that the resolution is designed as a personal com- 

liment to General Scott, and that the compliment 
is as distinguished as it is merited, that | am in 
favor of it. If the resolution were general in its | 
nature, and designed to create a permanent grade, 
I should feel very little concern about it. 

I know that the President may, by the terms of 
the resolution, confer the rank of hedtenant gen- 
eral by brevet on either of the’ major generals 
who participated in the war with Mexico; but I 
am very confident that the President will so use 
the power we thus propose to give him as to do 
no violence to his own personal wishes, or the 
general public sentiment of the country. I am 
willing, most unhesitatingly, to trust him to make 
the discrimination. Ihave good reasons for be- 
lieving, and’l do believe, that the President has 
never signed any commission with more real sat- 
isfaction than he will derive from commissioning 
General Scott a lieutenant general by brevet. 

Sir, it would be an interesting spectacle, and 
especially so, no doubt, to the political friends of 
the President, to behold him, in obedience to the 
will of Congress, the general desire of the Army | 
and the people, and his own wishes, conferring 
this well-deserved honor on a gallant soldier, 
whose youth, manhood, and old age have all been 
80 freely given to the whole country—one who, for 
nearly half a century, has borne — banner so 
wisely, so bravely, and so triumphantly. It will 
be more than creditable to the Representatives of 
the people, and a proper commentary upon our 
free institutions. 

I would refer you, sir, to the last presidential 
election, not for the purpose of complaining of the 
result, or of criticising the causes which produced 
it. I allude to it, not only because it has a proper 


connection with the subject, but for the reason | 


that the result is itself an argument against many 
of the objections which have been interposed 
against the adoption of the resolution. 

{ will admit, sir, that the candidate of the Dem- 
ocratic party was all that his most ardent friends 
claimed him to be—a gentleman of learning and 
accomplishments—a politician of experience and 
ability; but he did not possess that popular repu- 
tation which might have previously designated | 
him as the most probable candidate of his party. 
His reputation, up to that time, was much less 
national than some of his older and more distin- 
guished rivals for the nomination. 

At the head of the Whig column stood Win- 
field Scott, better known to the American people 
than any living man of the age; one whose con- | 
nection with the military operations of the country 
since 1812 was such as to make his name (if fame 
alone could do so much) at once a tower of | 
strength and an augury of success. With some, 
sir, it had become a fixed opinion, that the verdict | 
of the people would always be jn favor of those 
distinguished military heroes who, like General | 
Scott, could unite the gentle qualities of the good 
with that renown and fame which has so many | 
charms and fascinations, alike for the young and | 
the old. | 

In the embittered contest which followed, mem- | 
bers of your own party, sir, vied with each other | 
in studied and impassioned eulogies upon the 
— services of the Whig candidate for the | 

*residency; and in their public discourses urged 
no objection whatever to tie election, other than 
that 1t would be a triumph of Whig principles, | 
and a defeat of theirown. The result showed a 
victory of the junior over the older officer. The | 
victor of many a hard struggle for his country, | 
found himself vanquished in this last great contest 
for himself. You, sir, claimed the result to be a 
triumph of principle—a claim which it is not now 
necessary for me to admit or deny—but it was 
further alleged to be most complimentary to the 
intelligence of American people, and a proof of | 
their devotion to certain political measures, as 
they had rejected the greatest living soldier of the | 
age, and conferred on a junior officer the highest | 
civil honor in the world. 

Then, if this be so, and as the resolution is in- | 











] 


never be revived until the people, through their || 
Representatives, shall desire it? They may never, | 


perhaps, desire it; never, certainly, unul worth 
and valor, sanctified by age, shall all combine to 
make the demand. 

Again: it has been repeatedly urged that to em- 
power the President to confer the rank of lieu- 
tenant general by brevet is violative of that part 
of the Ccnatitution which declares that ‘no title 
of nobility shall be granted.”” This objection I 
should not regard as worthy of an answer did I 
not know that it is relied on by those whose judg- 
ment and integrity of purpose | am bound to re- 
| spect. I cannot think, however, that they have 
examined the question otherwise than very super- 
ficially. What, sir, is a title of nobility? e 
| who have been reared under a free Government, 
| and cultivated all the prejudices so natural to those 
who despise distinctions founded on anything but 
real merit, are compelled to look abroad for ex- 
' amples to illustrate properly its meaning. We 
have never recognized any nobility, save that 
which is ‘‘of nature’s own creating.’’ In this 
country, ‘* virtue alone is true nobility’’ It ever 
has been so, and I trust it ever will. 

We are strangers to that nobility which, in all 
ages, has blended itself with ‘* the divine right 
of kings,’’ and which has been regarded as a ne- 
cessary appendage to royalty—lI mean that falsely- 
| called nobility which rests on conventional dis- 
tinctions in society, and which confers privileges 
| without at the same time imposing corresponding 
responsibilities or duties. This was the kind of 
nobility which the authors of our Constitution so 
wisely resolved to root out and destroy. They 
were familiar with its existence and its evils, and 
prescribed the remedy. The ‘ nobility’’ men- 
tioned in the Constitution was, at the time of the 
adoption of the latter, in full operation in Great 
sritain, where its crushing evils were so very pal- 
| pable as to make our ancestors desire to avoid it 
forever. The people of England, during our co- 
_lonial dependence, recognized the title of duke, 
| which was next only to the rank of prince. There 

was also the title of marquis, next below the rank 
of duke; the title of earl, next to that of marquis; 
viscount, next below an earl; and baron, next be- 
low a viscount. 

It is very difficult at this time to ascertain all 
the ancient prerogatives of the various titles | have 
mentioned. They were all, however, derivable 
from the Crown, and none of them, either directly 
or indirectly, from the people. They were special 
marks of royal favor—were mostly hereditary and 
sometimes confined to particular tocalities. Test- 
ing this resolution, then, by any oneof these require- 
ments, the objection that it creates a * title of no- 
bility’? will appear quite absurd. The resolution 
simply restores an office which was abolished by 
Congress in 1799. This is proposed to be done 
by the ordinary course of legislation, and certainly 
Congress may create the office of lieutenant general 
as readily as that of Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury, or collector of customs. The resolution 
does not permit the President to confer the rank 
of lieutenant general without the consent of the 
Senate. The President, certainly, may nominate 
a lieutenant general as readily as a collector for 
the port of New York. Should General Scott be 
nominated by the President, he will have to pass 
the same ordeal as the distinguished successor of 
Mr. Bronson; yet it has never been alleged, among 
the many things which have been said of Mr. 
Redfield, that his commission had made him 
| either a “‘ very hard ” or a “ titled nobleman.”’ 
| The grade of lieutenant general is no recent in- 
| vention. Jt has been recognized in military or- 
ganizations for more than a century; it was a part 
of our military system — our revolutionary 
struggle for independence, The old Continental 
Congress, on the 15th of November, 1776, adopted 
the following resolution: 

‘¢ That the rank of naval officers be to the rank of offi- 
cers in the land service, as follows : Admiral as a general, 
vice admiral as a lieutenant general, rear admiral as major 
general, commodore as a brigadier general,”’ &c., &c. 

Thus recognizing the grade of lieutenant gen- 
eral as then already existing, and as a part of our 
military system. The President is, by the Con- 
stitution, **‘ commander in chief of the Army and 
| Navy;’’ yet the grades of major and brigadier gen- 











operative, so soon as the rank of lieutenant gen- | eral are still preserved, as would also have been 
eral by brevet has been once conferred, where can || that of liewtenant general, but for the act of March 





LOBE. 





be the danger or impropriety, as the resolution can | 3,1799, by which it was abolished. Tha 


| less than a despotism. 
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t act 5 
vided: — 


** That a commander of the Army of the United States he 


| Sppointed and commissioned by the style of general of the 


armies of the United States, and the present office and title 


| of lieutenant general shall thereafier be abolished.” 


It also proves that the grade was not destroyed 
by the previous adoption of the Federal Consti- 
tution. It may be said of this act of Congress 
that it was cotemporaneous with the Constitu. 
tion. The wisdom which formed the one enacted 
the other; yet it remains for this generation to 
make the discovery that the Congress of 1799 was 
legislating to abolish a military office which, ac- 
cording to the present interpretation of the Con- 
stitution by those who oppose this resolution, 
never, in fact, could have existed. 

If, sir, it be true that civil government is, at 
best, but a necessary evil, resulting from the fall 
of man and the introduction of sin into the world, 
it is just as certain that armies are necessary evils, 
consequent upon the establishment and preserva- 
tion of that Government. The manifest necessit 
of armies and army organization being admitted, 
it cannot be necessary to go into an argument to 
prove the propriety of superiority and _ inferiority 
of grade, to secure proper discipline and efficiency. 
A standing army here or elsewhere is but little 
Its existence can be main- 
tained only upon the principles of subordination 


| to rank, and obedience to those whose powers de- 


pend upon grade. Importance must be attached 


| to each, and neither should be weakened, even by 


indirection. 

In addition to all this, there is nothing so well 
calculated to promote and encourage that effi- 
ciency, which has thus far characterized our Army, 
as the hope of that preferment, which would not 
exist but for the various grades, by which the 
humblest soldier in the ranks may ultimately be 
enabled, by merit and perseverance, to reach far 
beyond the command ds regiment. 

o one seems to have been more impressed 
with this fact, or to have urged it with more zeal 
than the present Secretary of War, who, in his 
recent report to the President, uses this language: 

* Patriotism, or a sense of duty, will not, in time of peace, 
fill the ranks of an army ; nor will pay alone be sufficient 
to develop all the elements of efficiency. . The hope of ad- 
vancement is the foundation of professional zeal and suc- 


cess, and this incentive should exist in the Army as well 
as in civil life.” 


Then, sir, if this title were new, if it weré wholly 
unknown to our military organization, as it is 
below that of the commander in chief, and subor- 
dinate thereto, | would be willing to favor it, as 
furnishing an additional incentive to those in 
subordinate positions to seek that promotion 
which eens on merit alone. 

To those who so recently honored themselves in 
doing honor to Captain Ingraham I would, before 
I conclude, make a confident appeal. You have 
shown that you know how to value that national 
pride which is but an aggregate of that patriotism 
which is diffused so generally among the people. 
It is nowhere to be found except in those countries 
where the people love their Government for its 
blessings, or can point to the annals of the past 
for those great deeds and great achievements which 
history loves to record, and which genius so often 
embodies in song. 

That national pride is worth more in preserving 
constitutional liberty than ten thousand * towers 


along thesteep.’’ If properly fostered and encour- 


aged, it will achieve more than, without it, your 
armies and navies ever can achieve. Without this 
national pride, your fleets and armaments will but 
destroy that freedom they were created to pre- 
serve. It has already given you historians to 
record your great achievements, It has aroused 
the children of sensibility and of song. It has 
caused genius to impart more than the imperish- 
ability of marble to the great men, and great 
achievements of those who have gone before us, 
and is now erecting on the banks of your own 
Potomac, and in sight of the National Capitol, the 
loftiest monument which gratitude has ever raised 
to commemorate the virtues of mankind. _ 

The aged minstrel who had lived until bigotry 
had ‘‘named his harmless art a crime,’’ when he 
found himself a voluntary exile in a foreign land, 
even in extremity of ill, could point ‘with all a 

oet’s ecstacy” to the past achievements of his 
liadred. He could still sing— 
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«< OF good Earl Francis, dead and gone, | 
And of Eart Walter, rest him God ! i 
* * * * * * * * 
And how full many a tale he knew 
Of the old warriors of Buccleuch.” 


THE CONG 








mates of receipts and expenditures for the ensuing fiscal 


year, be referred to the Committee on Ways and Means. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The resolutions 
have been read through twice in committee; and 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


And though his own, his native land, gave him | 


no greeting but oppression, and no shelter but the 
elements, yet, sir, the remembrance of what that 
country had been, could arouse burning maledic- 
tions for those who dared deride the land of his 
sires. 


| 
| 
| 


The long line of great men who arrested the 


as [ suppose there are no amendments to be offered 
to any of them,! move that the committee rise. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I prefer that they should | 
| be read through, because if they are not, gentlemen | 
| will not give that close attention which should be | 
given to the subjects embraced in these resolutions. | 
| it isa matter of some importance that they should |! 
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the precise object I desire to accomplish. 1! hope 
the words ** Committee on Roads and Canals” 
will be stricken out, and that the words “‘special 
committee of thirteen already raised’’ will be in- 
serted. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
mittee of thirteen,” 

Mr. HOUSTON. The matter has already been 
referred to that committee, and I can see no object 
to be accomplished by the resolution in this form. 

Mr. HAVEN. think it will be better to 








The “ select com- 


world’s gaze, amid the throes and convulsions of |, be read; and perhaps some gentlemen here may 
our revolutionary struggle, have all, all, long since. | desire to offer amendments. 


passed to 
«The deep, damp vaulf, the darkness, and the worm.” 


Yet, sir, their places were well filled by the heroes } 
and the statesmen who shared the perils of the | 
ensuing war; but, alas! they too have mostly | 
yielded to that destroyer which is the common | 
ieveler of all distinctions. Within a few years | 
you have mourned a Jackson, an Adams, a Har- | 
rison, a Calhoun, a Taylor, a Webster, and a | 
Clay. Your columns are now shrouded in the | 
solemn drapery of woe for the lamented King, 

whose virtues you have so recently essayed to | 
commemorate. The illustrious Senator from 

Michigan still lives. The able and venerable 

representative from Missouri is with us, combin- 

ing the energies of youth with the wisdom of age. | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
j 
i 
| 
| 
i 
| 


| Navy, be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


| ification of the present judicial system of the United States, ‘ 
and to the prevention of frauds upon the Pension Bureau, | lution was agreed to. 
| be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


The resolutions were then read, as follows: 


3. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 


panying papers as relates to the condition and operation of | 


the Army of the United States, and recommends the in 
crease and modification of the same ; also, all recommend 
ations for new arsenals, forts, magazines, and barracks, 
together with the report of the Secretary of War, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

4. Resolved, That so much of said mwessage and accom- 
panying papers as relates to the Navy of the United States, 


its condition and operation, and recommends an increase | 


of the same, together with the report of the Secretary of the 


5. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 


panying documents as relates to the enlargement and mod- 


6. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 


| panying documents as relates to ourintercourse with Indian 


Your Commanding General yet lives, ready in || tribes, be referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


his old age to wield that good sword which has || 
so often leaped from its scabbard at the call of 
atriotism and of duty. The two former, who || 
lone so long worn the honors of high civil trust, | 
are among those who desire this last mark of | 
respect to that soldier of the nation, whose peril- | 
ous and faithful services they have observed 
through almost half a century. I readily take | 
my stand with them. I yield to none in my ad- | 
miration for Captain Ingraham, yet | would not | 
accord all the honors to the rising and none to 
the setting sun. 

Mr. WARREN. 
rise. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


[ move that the committee 


| 
| 
| 
1} 
1} 
I hope the gentleman will | 
withdraw his motion, and allow the committee to | 
act upon the pending resolutions in reference to | 
the distribution of the President’s message. | 

Mr. WARREN. I withdraw the motion. | 

The CHAIRMAN. The resolutions will be | 
reported to the House. 

The first resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That so much of the annual message of the | 
President of the United States to the two Houses of Con- | 
gress at the present session as relates to foreign affairs, | 
together with the accompanying correspondence in relation | 
thereto; to the claim of the subjects of Spain for losses in | 
the case of the schooner Amistad; marking the boundary | 
between the United States and the British possessions in | 
the Northwest, as designated in the convention of the 15th 
of Jame, 1846, be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the 
amendment to this resolution, moved by the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, [Mr. Bayy.] 

The amendment, to come in after the figures | 
** 1846,” was read, as follows : 1] 

** And so much as refers to the Guano trade. ”’ | 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. In conformity to | 
an undestanding with the chairman of the Com- | 
mittee on Waysand Means I do not wish to press | 
thatamendment, and I withdraw it. ‘If the subject 
is one proper for legislation it goes there as a mat- 
ter of course. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am willing to leave the | 
resolution as it stands. Without compromiting || 
any other committee by an opinion of my own, I || 
take it for granted that the resolution just read | 
carries with it everything which legitimately be- | 
longs to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. This 
subject is now undergoing investigation between || 
the two Governments, and therefore I think it 
ought not to be referred by express resolution. | 

Mr. BAYLY. I do not acquiesce in the criti- | 
cism of the gentleman at all, that because it is a || 
subject under negotiation therefore it should go to | 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs; but I with- || 
draw the amendment. 


The second resolution was then read, as fol- | 
lows: 


Resolved, Thatso much of said message and accom- || 
panying papers as relates to the existing tariff, and recom- | 
mends a revision and change of its provisions; so much as || 
relates to the condition of the Treasury, the finances of the \| 
Government, to the public debt and its payment, the esti- || 





7. Resolved, That so much of said message and accompa- 
nying documents as relates to the Post Office Department, 
and its condition and operation, together with the report of 
the Postmaster General, be referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

8. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 
panying documents as relates to commerce and tonnage 
duties, be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

9. Resolwed, That so much of said message and accom- 
panying documents as relates to the public lands, their sur- 
vey and sale, the extension of the present land system over 
the Territories of Utah and New Mexico, the extension of 
the preémption principle, aud free grants of land in aid of 


| the construction of railroads, be referred to the Committee 


on Public Lands. 

10. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 
panying documents as relates"to the District of Columbia, 
be referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

1l. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 
panying documents as relates to the survey and construction 
of a railroad from the river Mississippi to the Pacific ocean, 
be referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. I supposed when a spe- 
cial committee was raised in this House upon this 
subject, the design was that it should not merely 
take charge of a particular bill, but that the whole 
subject should be referred to them. When a 
committee was raised for this special subject, I 
supposed that the part of the President’s message 
having reference to this subject would be referred 
to them at the same time. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The House raised a special 
committee upon this subject since the resolutions 


| were submitted, and the.subject has been referred 
| to it; there is no use in making the reference pro- || 
I am willing that this resolution || 
|| should be stricken out, although I believe it would || 


posed here. 


be better if the committee here designated were to 
take charge of this subject. I am willing, how- 


| ever, to let this resolution be stricken out, and let 


the subject go to the special committee. 


Mr. MeDoveatt made a remark totally inaud- | 


ible to the Reporter. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think so; and for this rea- 
son a special committee has been raised to con- 
sider this subject; and I suppose it would be no 


|| injury to the subject to have one of the standing 


committees also take the matter into consideration. 
I suppose, however, the special committee will 
give it that sort of consideration which the friends 
of the measure may desire; and [ have no objection 


|| to its gon toothy from the list of resolutions. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. I want the matter dis- 
tinctly understood, and I therefore adhere to my 


resolution remain as it now stands, with the ex- 
ception that the words ‘*‘ Committee on Roads and 


committee ’’ inserted. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman will 
specify the committee already raised upon the sub- 
ject, so that it shall not operate to raise a new 
committee. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I have no objection to 
that, and will so modify my amendment. 

Mr. HAVEN. As Ilunderstand the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from California, it reaches 





adopt it in this form. 
tr. HOUSTON. I now desire to hear the 

resolution read as amended, so that the commit- 
tee may understand distinctly upon what they are 
voting. 

The resolution as proposed to be amended was 
, read by the Clerk, as follows: 
| Resolved, That so much ofthe said message and accom- 
| panying documents as relates to the survey and construction 
| of a railroad from the Mississippi river to the Pacific ocean, 


| be referred to the select committee of thirteen, heretofore 
| raised by the House upon that subject. 


The question was taken, and the amendment 


|| was agreed to. 


j 


The question then recurred upon agreeing to the 
resolution as amended; and being taken, the reso- 


™ 


The next resolution was read by the Clerk, as 
follows: 

12. Resolved, That so much of the said message and ac- 
companying documents as relates to the public buildings and 


grounds, be referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds. 


| Mr. HOUSTON. I suppose that that resolu- 
tion, as it now stands, would carry to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds that 
| subject I have in view. If it does not, I desire to 
| call the attention of the chairman of the Committee 
| on Public Buildings and Grounds to the subject. 
| That part of the report of the Secretary which 
| relates to the purchase of some building in New 
| York, instead of renting buildings, as is now done, 
| should be referred to that committee, if the present 
|| resolution does not carry it there. 
| The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
| Alabama propose to amend the resolution? 
| Mr. HOUSTON. No, sir; | will not make 
any motion. I enly desired to call the attention 
| of the chairman of the Committee on Public Build- 
| ings and Grounds to the subject. 
| ‘The resolution was then agreed to. 
| The next resolution was read, as follows: 
|| 1% Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 
panying documents as relates to the subject of patents, the 
operations of the Patent Office, and the modifications of the 
|| existing patent laws, be referred to the Committee on Pat- 
|| ents and the Patent Office. 
|| Mr. CLINGMAN. 
resolution in order? 
|| The CHAIRMAN. 
ment.” 

Mr. CLINGMAN. For the purpose of say- 
ing a word upon the subject, | move to amend the 
resolution by adding at the end of the resolution 

|| the following words: ‘* with instructions to con- 
| sider the expediency of so amending the patent 
'| laws as to prevent the extension of patents, in 
i| pan to a period beyond fourteen years.” — 
i] r. Chairman, my object in moving this 
‘(| amendment is, under the five minutes’ rule, to call 
| the attention of the committee and of the House 
to the subject. It is one of considerable moment, 
and is at the present time attracting a good deal of 
attention in the country. 

During the last Congress I made several at- 
tempts to induce the Committee on Patents, by 
conversation with the chairman and other mem- 
bers of that committee, to report an amendment 
to the patent laws to that effect. 
| When our existing patent laws were made, 
| fourteen years were considered a sufficient length 


1] Is an amendment to that 
| 


It is open to amend- 


| motion in the form in which I made it, that the | of term. We now live in a fast age; and it is to 


|| be presumed that a patentee may make as much 
| now in a period of fourteen years from his patent 


| Canals ’’ be stricken out, and the words “special | as he could have done in twenty or thirty years 


at the time of the organization of the Government, 
and I therefore think that the original limit should 
| be strictly adhered to. 

| The principle of the patent laws is such that 
| you stop all inventors—you stop, in fact, the prog- 
|| ress of the mechanical mind of the country, in a 
| certain direction. Of course, the natural right of 
|| the case is for every individual to exercise his 
\| skill in making inventions, and turn them to good 
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account. But, by the existing patent laws, prs 
say that the mechanical mind of the country & iall 
stop for a period, Well, the object of that is fo 
give an advantage to an inventor, It is said, that 
when aman has made an invention, it is his prop- 
erty, and he ought to make something out of it, 
and that, but for the patent laws, he would not 
make anything out of it, because any one else 
might adopt it. : 

Now, | am willing that we shall give some ad- 
vantage to inventors; but the real question is, how 
far are we to goin that direction? I believe that the 
Government of Great Britain allows no extension 
beyond fourteen years. But how is it with us? 
Why, the Commissioner of Patents is allowed to 
extend patents beyond fourteen years, under cer- 
tain restrictions. How does the matter in fact 
stand before him? Some party who hasa great in- 
terest in a patent goes before him; evidence is 
taken upon one side; able counsel are employed to 
present the case, and even if the Commissioner is 
honest, in nine cases out of ten, likea judge and 
jury who have heard the counsel and witnesses 
on the one side, he is liable to be misled; and if 
he is not a thoroughly honest man, he is almost 
sure to grant the extensions. 

{ wish to say, to prevent misconstruction, that 
Iam entirely satisfied with the course of the pres- 
ent Commissioner of Patents, as far as I know it. 
The only case I know of, in which Congress has 
been asked to go beyond his decision, is one which 
excited my astonishment. I allude to the report 
of the Committee on Patents and the Patent Office 
of this House on the Colt patent extension. [ read | 
the decision of Mr. Mason in that case. It stated 
facts and laid down principles which, it seemed 
to me, were conclusive. I afterwards saw in the 
New York Herald what purported to be the re- 
port of our Committee on Patents and the Patent 
Office. 1 read it over, and thought it probably a 
quiz. It never occurred to me that any committee 
of this House would make such a report as that. | | 
came up here, sent to the document room for the | 
report, read it, and asked other members to read it 
as a matter of curiosity. There is not one — 

yretext in it for the extension of that Colt patent. | 
vic single fact stated is against it, and every 
reason—if there be a reason given—is against it. 

When that Colt case comes up on private bill 
day, it will perhaps be discussed; but I think the 
time has come when we ought to stop all these | 
extensions beyond fourteen years. If the inven- | 
tion is a valuable one, in all probability the in- | 
ventor will be remunerated, and if he is not, why, | 
it is usually his own fault. 

Now, I| was applied to the other day to give my 
aid in getting a patent extended, and I was told 
that the inventor had had a patent for fourteen 
—or perhaps for twenty-one—years, and had not | 
been able to make anything out of it. Well, if | 
so, that is the very best reason why it sheuld go 
into the hands of the public. It is as old, I 


believe, as the time of the earliest fables that the || 


dog which could not eat hay should not lie by it 
to keep the ox from it; and hence, when a man has | 
had a patent for 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

The question was taken on Mr. Ciingman’s 
amendment, and it was agreed to; and the resolu- | 
tion, as amended, was then adopted. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 move the Committee do 
now rise and report the resolutions to the House, 
with the recommendation that they do pass. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, the Chairman (Mr. 
Orr) reported that the Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union had had the state of the 
Union generally under consideration, and par- | 
ticularly the President’s message, and had come 
to a series of resolutions thereon, which it recom- 
mended do pass. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I call for the previous ques- | 
tion on the adoption of the resolutions which have | 
just been reported. 

The call for the previous question was seconded, 
and the main question was ordered to be put. 

The question was then put, and the resolutions | 
were adopted. ~ 


STEAMSHIP SAN FRANCISCO. 


Mr. CHANDLER presented the proceedings 
of a public meeting in the city of Philadelphia in | 





. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| reference to the disaster which befell the steamship | - Mr. NICHOLS. 


San Francisco; which were referred to the joint 


special committee on that matter. 


| state of the Union. 


| the business now in order, having been already 


'| L feel great pleasure in surrendering to him the 


} 








| utes’ debate ensues on such amendments as may | 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 


| 1847, when a resolution approving of the Wilmot | 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 


The SPEAKER. Reports are in order from | 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. HOUSTON. Debate will close on the de- 
ficiency bill in the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union to-day; and if it be the 
pleasure of the House, 1 should like to have it 
disposed of this evening. 1 therefore move that 
the rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 


The question was put; and, on a division, there 
were—ayes 62. 

Mr. WALSH demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. McMvu.uw 
and Vai. were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellecs re- 
ported—ayes 74, noes 56. 

So the motion was agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Stanton, of Tennessee, in the chair. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Chairman, I move that 
the committee do now take up the deficiency bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. I understand that that is | 


taken up; and on this the gentleman from Louis- | 
ana [Mr. Perxrns] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CRAIGE. 1 desire to know how debate | 
is to be rerulated in reference to time? 

Mr. HOUSTON. As I understand the ques- | 
tion of the gentleman from North Carolina, the | 
answer is, that the general debate closes in an 
hour after the bill is taken up, and then five min- | 


be offered; and if the debate occupy more than | 
his evening hour—to-morrow being private bill || 
day—it may throw the bill over to another week. 

Ar. PERKINS, of Louisiana. Mr. Chairman, | 
it will be recollected by the House that when the || 


was in sitting, the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Smirn,] at the request of the gentleman from New 
York, yielded the floor. As this gentleman (Mr. 
Smiru] is still desirous of making some remarks, 


floor. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, addressed the com- 
mittee, at considerable length, adverting to the 
New York eontroversy, and regretting that it 
should have been introduced into the House of 
Representatives. 

He gave a succinct history“of its causes, from 





proviso was introduced into the Legislature of || 
that State. He was one of those who delighted || 


|| to sustain our public mep; and it was a matter of | 
| deep regret to him that Mr. Marcy should have 


fallen under the ban of any portion of the De- 
mocracy of the country—and still more so those 
of his own State. He paid a high compliment to 
the ability and integrity of the Secretary of State. 
He supported the Administration, especially vin- 
dicating the conduct of the President of the United 
States. [His speech will be found in the Ap- 
pendix.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would remark 
that the time allotted for debate has expired, and 
the Clerk will now proceed to read the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON took the floor. 

Mr. CUTTING. Will the gentleman from Ala- 
bama permit me, for a moment, to refer, without 
reading, to the records of the proceedings at Bal- | 
timore, which are contained in the Union? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. NICHOLS. I object. 

Mr. CUTTING. My colleague from New 
York [Mr. WestBroox] undertook to deny what 
I stated upon this floor. { hold in my hand the 
Union—not the National Intelligencer—in which 
is contained the proceedings of that convention+{ 
not editorially—but as regularly reported in the 
Union paper of that day. By that it will ap- 

ear 

Mr. NICHOLS, (interrupting.) I rise to a 
question of order. I understood the Chair to de- 
cide that itcould not be read except by unanimous 
consent. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did so decide. || 





It can only be done by || 





‘Jan. 26. 


I object. 
Several Mempers. ‘Too late,”’ “‘ too late.” 
Mr. NICHOLS. I objected at the time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not hear 


the objection, but holds if the gentleman objected 
| in time the paper cannot be read. 


Mr. LA E, of Indiana. It is a matter of uni- 
versal interest to the House, and [ hope it will be 
read. 

Objection was made, and the paper was not 
read. 

Mr. HOUSTON. _I desire to make a statement 
to the committee, There are several gentlemen 
who wish to propose amendments to this bill now 


|| before the committee. I supposed that everything 
|| of that kind would be prepared by this evening: 


but some of the committee have informed me 
that matters have been so recently submitted to 
them, that:they will require, at least, until to- 
morrow morning, topass upon them. I therefore 
ask that the committee rise, that we may spend 
the remainder of the evening in receiving reports 
from committees. I make that motion. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Thecommittee accordingly rose,and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman of the 
committee (Mr. Stanton, of Tennessee) reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, had, according to order, had the state 
of the Union generally under consideration, and 
particularly House bill No. 49, being a bill to sup- 
ply deficiencies in appropriations for the service 
of the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1854, and had 


| come to no resolution thereon. 


The SPEAKER announced that reports from 
committees were next in order, and commenced 
calling for reports from the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. FAULKNER, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs, to which 
was referred a petition to indemnify the State of South 
Carolina for moneys expended for the United States, in the 
war in Florida with the Seminole Indians, be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof, and that the same be 
laid upon the table. 


Mr. FAULKNER also, from the same com- 
mittee, reported ‘A bill for the relief of William 
Hawkins;’’ which was read the first and second 


| time by its title, and referred to a Committee of the 


Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs to report back Senate bil! 
for the relief of Joseph Gideon, with a recommend- 
ation that it do not pass. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon order- 
ing the bill just reported to be engrossed and read 
a third time. 

Mr. OLDS. 
table. 

The question was then taken, and it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the bill was laid upon the table. 


Mr. MIDDLESWARTH, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions, made adverse reports 
in the following cases; which were laid upon the 
table, and ordered to be printed: 

In the case of Charles M. How, of Benton, 


I move to lay the bill upon the 


| New Hampshire, praying for compensation for 


military services as heir of Abraham Safford ; and 

In the case of Stephen Hoyt, and other heirs of 
Stephen Hoyt, senior, deceased, of Bradford, in 
the State of New Hampshire, praying for a grant 
of land in California for services rendered by said 


| deceased in the Revolution. 


Mr. VAIL, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made an adverse report upon the me- 


| morial of the defenders of the city of Baltimore in 


1814, praying for one hundred and sixty acres of 
land; which was laid upon the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. VAIL also, from the same committee, re- 


_ ported a bill for the relief of George W. Gibson; 


which was read the first and second time by its 
title, referred to a Committee of the hole 
House, and ordered to”be printed. 

Mr. VAIL also, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Parmelia Slavin, 
widow of John Blue, deceased; which was read 
the first and second time by its title, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. EDMANDS, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, made adverse reports in the fol- 








